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Your cooperation throughout this
year has exemplified the true
Christmas spirit and with this
teamwork we have successfully
met unusual conditions. We are
girding ourselves and gathering
new strength for an onward march
with the determination inspired by
the spirit shown throughout this
year. On_behalf of Plain Talks, as
well as individually, I wish you
and yours a Merry Christmas and

most joyous New Year.

ot o

Commercial Manager,
Plain Talks Advisor.
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Clristmas reetings

,gmq aqo the world storted to use this birthday of the
Baby King to memorialize one of His great teachings—
“Il 1s Detter to give than to receive;” and many who do
not worship at His altar.observe this season to express
theiwr belief in the Giver of unselfish giving.

CN@ better preparation for a Merry Christmas Season
could the Dependable Public Service Family have had
than their generous response to the Community Chests
of our various communities. We have not only honored
ourselves among our fellow men by this unselfish giv-
ing, when the need is so great, but we have also expressed
the Christmas spirit in the most substantial fashion that
could possibly be found.

Cﬂéyw we are rounding out a year of hard work against
great difficulties. All things considered, it has been a
good year, because it has demonstrated what results fine,

intelligent cooperation can accomplish against great odds.

G“Qs ﬂ f:[gjg this first year among you all, I want to
express my sincere appreciation for the spirit of friend-
liness and cooperation that has meant so much to me
and my family. And may I wish to every one of you,
no matter wn which corner of this far-flung territory
you may be, a Merry Christmas Season and a New Year
full of health and happiness.

1 December Plain
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Navasota .@Evfffwz O%}Zj
KNI Pornant

The Home Kilowatt Hour Con-
test, in which all divisions of the
company participated, came to a
whirlwind close on December 1.
Final figures show Navasota Divi-
sion, which led each month, still
at the top of the heap, Beaumont
Division in second place, Port Ar-
thur in third and Louisiana in
fourth place. Except that Port Ar-
thur nosed out Louisiana in the
last few weeks of the contest, the
divisions finished in the order
they ran from the first report.

“Everyone did splendidly,” said

Mr. Walker, who sponsored the
zontest and watched it with a great

deal of interest. “I want to con-
gratulate every division and thank
every employee who helped make
the contest the great success it
was 1n adding residential load.”

_The Navasota Division will re-
ceive the Walker home “kwh.
champion” pennant.

During the four months covered

by the contest the Navasota divi- .

sion added an average of 39.5 kwh.
per home customer, giving the
division a total of 772 points.
Beaumont figures were 27.5 kwh.
and 593 points. Port Arthur,
which had an uphill battle all the
way because of the tremendous
layoffs at the refineries showed a
gain of 184 kwh. for a total of

(Continued on page 17)

HERE’S THE OFFICIAL SCORE BOARD

July 31 Campa:gn KWH Cumulative
Figures Periods Figures Gain % Gain Points
NAVASOTA 511.9 KWH Aug. 31 522.5 10.6 2.07 207
Sept. 30 531.1 19.2 3.75 375
Oct. 31 542.0 30.1 5.88 H88
“Nov. 30 551.4 39.5 y By 772
BEAUMONT 463.8 KWH Aug. 31 472.3 8.5 1.83 183
Sept. 30 477.4 13.6 2.93 293
Oct. 31 485.3 21.5 4.64 464
*Nov. 30 491.3 27.5 5.93 593
PORT ARTHUR 431.4 KWH Aug. 31 437.8 6.5 1.50 150
Sept. 30 441.2 9.8 2.27 227
Oct. 31 445.6 14.2 3.29 329
*Nov. 30 449.8 18.4 4.27 427
LAKE CHARLES 513.1 KWH Aug. 31 521.3 8.2 1.60 160
Sept. 30 H27.8 14.7 2.86 286
Oct. 31 030.8 8 r 4B 3.45 345
*Nov. 30 529.8 16.7 3.25 325
December Plain Talks 2
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Poushes Construction (Work

g')[mz and Supervfse
Crection af New Lines

R. B. Cruise

The activities of our Engineering De-
partment are many and varied so that
it is rather difficult to enumerate all its
accomplishments for the year 1930.
Practically all of the major equipment
and material used in this construction
was specified, inspected and ordered
by this department

B T W I W A i e  a W N L A

of transmission line on our system with-
out an angle in it. All the other lines
consisting of ten sections of 33,000 volt
line, having a total length of 105 miles
and eight sections of 13,000 wvolt line
having a total length of 32 1-2 miles
were constructed by our own Operating
Department.

Substations were designed and draw-
ings and specifications furnished for
eleven steel substations at Woodville,
Nona, Romayor, Silsbee, Corrigan, Good-
rich, Hempstead, Colmesneil, Moscow,
Liggett and Port Arthur; seven small
wood pole sustations

e N N

with its engilneers Eat Hillister, War-
Ei;iﬁmliﬁthc Eaf::ﬁ As we pause to look back over Efn’ b KtuuntzeN (2),
job and making the past year, we recall that while :; umberton, ome,
Pinal inspection be- we have not enjoyed the growth | and Devers. Other
fore the new work of normal years, nevertheless 1930 Sﬂle?tl'“—'ﬂl work for
was placed in serv- has been a year of definite accom- ¢ which plans were
s plishments. The men and women ¢ furnished includes

: : of our two Companies have dis- / distribution  auto-

Some idea of the plaved their usual splendid co-op- matic  oil  circuit

department’s accom-
plishments can be
obtained from the
following brief sum-
mary of the major
work completed this

eration In meeting new conditions
and working out new problems. We
are approaching the new yvear with
confidence and determination.

With these thoughts in mind, I
am wishing you all a Very Merry

breakers for the fol-

e

lowing substations:
MacFadden, Batson,
) Kolbs, Spindletop

and Hull; transmis-
sion automatic oil

year. oo : circuit breakers for

Right of way was %?2;;5';'"35 and. », Lrosperons. New Sour Lake, Daisetta
located, surveyed, ; and Roans Prairie
mapped and pur- G g CCQJ"J’EE[[ Substations; regu-

chased for a total of
192 miles of trans-
mission line. A total
of 665 acres of land were cleared and
445 right of way easements purchased.

The largest single transmission line
job completed this year was the 132,000
volt line for initial operation at 66,000
volts, 54 miles long from Neches Sub-
station to Dayton. The line was located,
surveyed and right of way purchased
by the Engineering Department with
Stone and Webster doing the actual con-
struction according to their design. One
of the unusual features of this line 1s
the 28 1-2 mile tangent that our field
party were able to locate between the
west edge of Beaumont and a point east
of Liberty. This is the longest section
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lators for the distri-
bution ecircuits at
7" Liberty, Dayton,
Conroe and Tevis Substations and a Sub-
marine cable across the ship canal at
Port Arthur to serve the United States
Engineering Department and Pleasure
Pier.
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Other construction which the depart-
ment designed, prepared plans and speci-
fications for and supervised include the
following: 12,000 gallon storage tank
and dispensing system in the Beaumont
garage, Ice Plant Building which houses
the 25 ton Ice Plant at Silsbee, Ice Vault
and Office Building at Port Neches,
Storage Garage at Silsbee, Mule Barn

(Continued on page 17)
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G[asses grow (n 1930

Gampamy Ranks gffq/z
G2 Number Enrolled

Fred Johnson

Economy has been our “Watch Word”.
But there is one department of the com-
pany where “economize” has not been
the order of the day. With 609 em-
ployees actively engaged in some branch
of study, the Gulf States Utilities Com-
pany is now conducting its greatest
educational program.

While members alone do not justly
measure the success of any educational
undertaking it is nevertheless a fair in-
dicator of the frame of mind of the
company employees. Of the 609 en-
rolled, 410 are in Personal Improvement
work, 69 are taking N. E. L. A. cor-
respondence courses, 7 are enrolled In
the Westinghouse Range Course, 40 In
various other correspondence courses
other than N. E. L. A. that have been
approved by the company, and 15 are
attending local schools.

The 15 classes in Personal Improve-
ment work are being conducted along
different lines than have been followed
in the past. It is still the object of these
classes to instill confidence and render
every employvee better equipped to ex-
press his thoughts. This year, however,
the classes are more of an educational
group, with utility operations and poli-
cies, salesmanship and general business
conditions, the themes for all discussions.
Several of the groups are self-operated.

Last year the Gulf States Utilities
Company ranked sixth with all power
companies in the United States in N. k.
L.. A. correspondence course enrollments.
We were second among southern com-
panies, being passed by the Dallas Power
and Light Company, who has about three
employees to every one for the Gulf
States.

In the first National Employees Speak-
ing Contest sponsored by the National
Electric Light Association and partici-
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It has been my happiness to ob-
serve during 1930 a continuance
of that splendid spirit shown in

prior vears by our employees.

Without the

which we have en-

interdepartmental
co-operation
joyed so fully, we could not have

heen so successful.

I sincerely appreciate the oppor-
tunity offered by “Plain Talks” to
wish each fellow member of our

organization a Merry Christmas
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and a Happy New Year.

P.R. Williams
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pated in by all of the leading electric
utility companies in the United States,
Gulf States ranked among the first iIn
numbers participating. We furnished
better than one third of the contestants
in Texas with a total of 86. There were
4,200 contestants in the United States.

The contest this year will be conducted
under rules similar to those employed
last year, with the one exception, that
two contests, one for women, and one
for men, will be held instead of the one
for both last year. We anticipate 130
contestants among the Gulf States em-
plovees this year.

With the new refrigeration course now
being completed by the Production De-
partment, that will be conducted early
next year, and with two new N. E. L. A.
groups now in formation, the total num-
ber of employees actively participating
in some form of education should easily
reach 750 in 1931.




Pre-Christmas Sales
ﬂeaﬁnq at CNederland

One of the outstanding sales meetings
of the year was held at the Nederland
office, December 7 when ali members of
the Commercial Department in the Be-
aumont, Port Arthur and Liberty Divi-

sions met to discuss the final sales
campaign of ‘the year. Port Arthur
again won a selling contest from Beau-

Merchandise Sales Show
Resulf of’ Go-apemfimz

H. H. Luce

A program for the sale of electrical
merchandise is made up each year by
the Merchandising Department. Each
year a bogie calling for greater sales
is set up.

The merchandise sales bogie for 1930
was $482,000 compared to $435,000 in
1929. It anticipated the sale of 800 elec-
tric refrigerators, 430 ranges, 98 water
heaters, and hundreds of small appli-
ances. With December still to be count-
ed, it seems certain that the bogie will
be made while the sale of major appli-
ances will exceed the bogie. The first
eleven months’ sales accounted for 776
of the B00 General Electric refrigera-
tors, 428 of the 430 ranges, and 92 of
the 98 water heaters.

5
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mont, and the boys up the river will
again have to eat beans because of the
effective range sales drive the Port Ar-
thur boys and girls put on.

A high spot of the meeting was the
inspiring talk of Fred Johnson who urged
employees to take stock of themselves
and see where improvements can be
made for the coming year.

i gl

Members of the Merchandise Sales De-
partment start out daily with two
thoughts in mind: First, find people who
need electrical appliances, then select
those with the ability to buy. The proof
that this plan works is found in the
sales report.

The Company believes that the Dis-
trict Representative Plan, through which
we sell our appliances, is the best solu-
tion to our merchandising problems. The
representatives save time in reaching
prospective buyers because, as meter
readers, they have entree to every home
in their district. They have more time
for good-will building and demonstra-
tions and for routine work such as col-
lecting.

Each year since the District Repre-
sentative Plan was begun sales have
shown a substantial increase. As a spe-
cific example of how intensive the sale
of appliances ecan be, one of the Beau-
mont District Representatives sold one

(Continued on page 16)
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Crainmen Set CNew
ccident Record in 1 930

J. T. Reidy
Claim Agent

Throughout the year of 1929, the op-
erators of our street cars, buses and in-
terurbans in Port Arthur and Beaumont
did a wonderful job of accident preven-
tion work. At the close of the year the
records revealed that the number of ac-
cident had been materially reduced under
the previous years.

Let us stop here and explain that the
word ‘“‘accident”, to us, means anything
unusual that happens on our cars, such
as passengers fainting, altercations be-
tween passengers, arguments over fares,
and even the slightest collisions between
automobiles and the rear of our ecars,
and other incidents too numerous to men-
tion.

The old spirit of accident prevention
remained with the men from the first
day of the year 1930. They started off
with a bang. Our boys fully appreciated
the fact that the general depression in
every line of business would necessitate
the layving off of men in every walk of
life and that a goodly proportion of the
men are our customers. In order to cope
with the situation and to fall in line
with the program of strict economy in-
augurated by our Company, every man
on the job resolved to cut out accidents
wherever possible and operate his equip-
ment safely. The operators held meet-
ings with the supervisory force and
among themselves and drew up plans
for extensive safety programs. Safety
contests were held between the several
teams, captained by members of the su-
pervisory force, with a worthwhile offer
being made to the team having the least
number of accidents. The results were
gratifying—accidents were reduced ap-
preciably—and each month the winning
team was given an enjoyable outing or
entertainment of some kind in appre-
ciation of their untiring efforts.

During the eleven months of this year
we had very few serious accidents and
we have gone these eleven months with-
out a fatal accident. The accident pre-
vention contests referred to are invalu-

able.
Dﬁce-mber Plain Talks

Keyed to the highest pitch of en-
thusiasm, they established a new, low
record for all time, a total of forty-six
accidents for the entire Company dur-
ing the month of August. During the
same month five days passed in suc-
cession without a single accident. We
are justly proud of these records. We
are also boasting over the record of 187
“no-accident” days established by our
Port Arthur division against 184 “no-
accident” days for the same period last
vear. Our Beaumont division has had
54 such days in 1930 as against 46 “no-
accident” days in the same period last
year.

It is needless to say that an appre-
ciably less amount of money has been
spent to handle claims resulting from
accldents during the ten months of this
year than was spent during the same
period last year. To tell you that we
have spent 17.39% less money during the
ten months of this yvear than over the
same period last year is sufficient evi-
dence to prove that accident prevention
1s well worthwhile, and shows what the
men really can do with the proper in-

ducement.

Opgmfar Commended
f?ar C/zouq;szu [2ess

Another example of thoughtfulness
has been acknowledged by a patron of
the Lakeview bus in Port Arthur. The
lady rider lived in an unlighted portion
of a suburban residential district and
going home late one night expressed
fear of the dark walk to her home, a
block from the bus route. The operator
obligingly trained his lights on her door
and she walked home in safety. His
kindness elicited this expression of
thanks:

“I would like to commend Mr. Mar-
cantel, who made the 11:35 p. m. trip
to Lakeview last Sunday, for an act of
kindness and courtesy extended me. It
is indeed worthy of mention.

)




((:. C 8 80. Gﬂrrfgs on
gmravemewf g)mqmm

During 1930 two projects of particular
interest on our construction program
were completed.

When it became evident that Royal
Street in Beaumont would be paved, the
Company, decided that instead of mak-
ing the heavy non-productive expendi-
ture which this would necessitate if we
were to continue street car operation,
it was more desirable to pull up our
tracks and substitute bus service to the
territory involved. This, of course, re-
quired new busses but their cost was a
great deal less than the track renewal
and paving would have been.

Three Twin Coaches were purchased
for this line and went into service Sep-
tember 12. Many favorable comments
have been made on this change, for the
busses provide a more flexible and fast-
er service than it 1s possible to give
with street cars and their smooth and
quiet operation is meeting public ap-
proval.

In September the City began an ex-
tensive improvement on Elgie Street
from Port Arthur Road to Avenue A,
involving five blocks of our Park Street
line. Being almost in the middle of the
line, and since the streets throughout
this territory are in very poor condi-
tion, it was obviously inadvisable to sub-
stitute bus operation.

In this instance, therefore, the Com-
pany was compelled to rebuild its road
bed and track and pave the required
nine foot strip. The job was somewhat
more costly than the usual one of this
kind because the street grade was lower-
ed fifteen inches making necessary a
much deeper excavation.

T
Cen Pe rﬁecf Records

in Port Gfrffmr

Although the Port Arthur Operators
have been in the employ of this Com-
pany less than three years, ten of the
twenty-five operators now possess two
gold stars. Most of them are in line
for their third. These men may actually
have gone considerably longer without
an accident, however our files do not

7
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FHonor Roll ofa Veteran

2

?
E Employees

. Stevenson, Motorman 18 years }
T. A. Cosper, Conductor 17 years |
B. F. Monroe, Operator 17 years ¢
T. J. Bagley, Motorman 17 years é
E. E. Thomas, Supervisor 14 years qr
0. W. Gaines, Superintendent 14 years !
F. S. Sheffield, Asst. Supt. 13 years E
_1% J. H. Ward, Asst. Supt. 13 years 5'
ﬁ E. R. Frost, Motorman 13 years |
. R. W. Stanford, Motorman 13 years ;
. L.. T. Raley, Dispatcher 12 years ¢
? 0. E. Eggleston, Supervisor 12 yvears §
E L. Hudler, Operator 12 years ;i
% H. H. Goza, Operator 12 vears
. L. C. Singleton, Supt. 11 years !
; A. Vinecent, Dispatcher 11 years ;
§ J. W. Christopher, Operator 11 years
» F. B. Gaskin, Operator 11 years ;
» W. E. Adams, Operator 11 years
. E. L. Wooley, Operator 11 years
E W. Hughes, Operator 11 years g
» L. Tucker, Conductor 11 years
g C. A. Boyd, Instructor 10 years E
3’ H. E. Davis, Conductor 10 years ;
{ E. E. Herring, Operator 10 years
' H. L. Daugherty, Operator 10 years
F. Perryman, Operator 10 years
C. A. McBride, Operator 10 years
W. G. Turner, Operator 10 years ;
{
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disclose what happened prior to our ac-
quisition of the property which occurred
in February, 1928 and therefore we are
unable to show the splendid full records
these men have undoubtedly attained.
Their names follow:

P. Abshire

T. Davis

W. A. Drews

A. L. Fuller

J. E. Hamilton

W. Hebert

Geo. Huff

M. Knight

J. Landry ’
H. Lusted
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Production @eparfmmf

73660)’ J QOOJ fOY

Rufus Sorrels

A three fold duty in the production of
electricity, ice and water falls to the
Production Department, and it is encour-
aging to note that our progress for the
vear in each of these divisions has been
approximately proportional to its rela-
tive importance.

In the electriec field, our work has
been centered for the most part, 1In
Neches Station and in Lakeside, our
largest standby plant. In the former,
numerous safety measures have been
taken during the year. A new and larger
steam turbine driven boiler feed pump
has been added along with the most
modern type of surge tanks and deaera-
tors.

A new turning device has been install-
ed on the larger of the two generating
units so that the unit may be kept re-
volving when not in operation. This
feature will permit the machine to be
brought on the line in considerably less
than an hour. These features, along with
the turbine protective equipmenet in-
stalled on the feed water heater lines
to prevent steam returning to the tur-
bine in case of a shut down, have made
the generating equipment of this plant
as reliable and sure of operation as it
1s possible to make a generating plant
today.

Aside from these features, a new
transformer bank of twenty seven thou-
sand kilowatts has been installed at the
Neches Station to serve the 33,000 volt
transmission lines, giving added capacity
and further assurance of uninterrupted
service.

At the Lakeside generating station,
the intake and discharge channels for
the condenser water have been renewed
with modern concrete structures tying
In permanently with the new seawall
that 1s being installed along the Port
Arthur canal bank.

The grounds about Neches Station
have been filled in from dredgings from
the river, adding much to their appear-
ance.

At Port Nechces a most modern re-
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frigerated vault and merchandise sales
room has been built. This building sur-
passes in modern construction and light-
ing effect all other structures in its dis-
trict.

)
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No small part of the success of the
Merchandise Sales department is due to
the attractiveness of the window displays
and fair booths and store arrangements
which tell the storv of the convenience,
efficiency and economy of electrical ap-
pliances. Here are three examples of
attractive displays in Beaumont In con-
nection with the recesmt Westinghouse
Range Campaign. At the upper left 1s
the Thanksgiving window which was de-
signed and installed by Jack Gammage

i N Nl el o

New Sffq/zlim Gom;o[efec?
Co Cown af G‘?nakuac

Completion of the highline to Anahuac
was appropriately celebrated the evening
of December 5, under auspices of the
Chamber of Commerce of citizens of the
community at the Anahuac school house.

Featuring the program was a talk by
President Walker in which he pointed out
that extending electric service to isolated
communities is something more than
just a cold blooded construction propo-
sition to the true public utility man.

9
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and illuminated by Clarence Barron. It
attracted much favorable comment.

The economy of electric cookery is em-
phasized in the interior store display at
the upper right. In the center picture
Mrs. W. A. Browne and Maymie Volyes
are demonstrating the fine points of
the Westinghouse Range in the Company
booth at the South Texas State Fair
Thousands of our customers saw this
attractive booth.

“The true public utility man must be
something of a dreamer of dreams who
can see the comforts and conveniences
his work will bring to the women and
the men and the children of the com-
munities he serves,” said Mr. Walker.
He expressed our pleasure to be counted
as citizens of the progress community of
Anahaue and similiar sentiments were
expressed by Mr. McChesney. Mr. Luce,
Mr. Taylor and Mr. Sutton. Mr. Lawson,
representing the Beaumont Chamber of
Commerce, congratulated Anahuac and

discussed various proposed public im-
provements which would mean further
progress.

December Plain Talks



Pyrt G?rfkur girls
(Wi Sales Contest

Spurred on by a $5 bonus for range
prospects which resulted in sales, as
well as weekly prizes of silk stockings
to members of the winning team, the
Women’s Committee of the Texas Divi-
¢ion staged a highly successful campaign
in October and November.

In the upper picture Maymie Voyles,
Captain of Team 18 of Port Arthur is
accepting a Telechron Electrolarm clock
from Mr. McChesney for the best in-
dividual record. She accounted for 19
range sales in the contest while her team
led by a wide margin the other 18 teams
with a total of 28 sales to win first
place and the Mary Lilyerstrom Cup.

December Plain Talks

From left to right in the picture are:
Amy Oubre, Theresa Kaper, Maymie
Voyles, Mildred Smith and Myrtle John-
son celebrating their win with a round
of smiles.

Largely through the efforts of Team
18, Port Arthur will eat fried chicken
and Beaumont will have to eat beans
at the banquet which will be given to
celebrate the conclusion of their range
selling contest.

The Girls of the entire Women’s Com-
mittee sold better than an average of
one Westinghouse Electric Automatic
Range per day during the contest, their
total being 65 sales.



(Womer's Gommittee yem'
inlleJ with Varied @roqmms

As the year comes to a close, mem-
bers of the Women’s Committee of the
Company can look back on a year filled
with a wide variety of activities.

Members of the Committee played an
important role in the public speaking
contest which was concluded in the win-
ter. Julia Peterson of Navasota won
first place among the girls and Dorothy
Stephenson of Port Arthur was second.

The girls quartet was active until July
and made several public appearances.
On two occasions they appeared in ike
Company radio programs broadcast on
Sunday from Station KFDM, and also
made their appearance before the big
employee party at the Y. M. C. A. in
May. The quartet included Lorraine
Flinn, Pearl Gholson, Frances Emmer,
Agnes Goode, Mary Lilyerstrom, and
was directed by E. O. Bangs.

The girls showed their ability and
versatility in another field when they
edited the June number of Plain Talks,
The Women’s Issue was an outstanding
number of the vear. The staff included
Eliza Bryan, editor; Mary Butler, asso-
ciate editor; Docia Moore, art editor;
Fleta Bell Denton, joke editor; Frances
Emmer, snapshots; and Agnes Jamison,
cartoons.

Consolidation

In order to centralize the work of the
Women’s Committee in the Company,
the Port Arthur and Beaumont groups
were consolidated in October. With the
exception of members in the Navasota
Division, it is possible for every girl in
the Company to attend the monthly
meetings. Each month a member of the
Navasota Division is permitted to attend
the meeting in Beaumont and in this
way each girl is given an opportunity
to visit the Beaumont office and acquaint
herself with the various departments of
the organization. The entire Committee
now includes 100 girls divided as follows:

Beaumont Division . . . 59
Navasota Division . . . 17
Liberty Division . . . 5
Orange Division . . . 3

Port Arthur Division . . 15

Every meeting of the Committee is
planned with an eye not only to its edu-
cational and constructive programs but
to its entertainment value, and the year
saw the girls enjoy a trip up the river
from the Neches Station, a big picnic
at Port Neches, and a kitchen party in
October for the wives and employees of
the Company.

Delegates from the Committee attend-
ed a short course on household electrical
equipment at Denton, Texas in March
and a meeting of the Southwest Geo-
graphic Zivision of the N. E. L. A. at
Hot Springs held in May.

The fiscal year ended in September,
at which time Miss Mary O. Lilyerstrom
succeeded Mrs. Ruth Wilbanks as Chair-
man, and Estelle Pipkin succeeded Elsie
Murray as Secretary.

The newly elected Chairman attended
a State Committee meeting in Dallas on
September 29, at which plans were dis-
cussed for staging an efficiency contest
to end March 1, 1931. The contest will
cover attendance, sale of appliances, sale
of stock, first aid work, and public con-
tacts with outside groups. Committees
are to be appointed and plans outlined
so that the Beaumont Women’s Com-
mittee will be a real contender in the
contest. A first aid team is to be or-
ganized and members of the Committee
are urged to enter the public speaking
contest immediately.

&7
Chree-Star Mer

Port Arthur now has two 3-star men,
T. “Hoot” Gibson and H. E. Merritt, who
were transferred from the Beaumont
Division, thus accounting for their ad-
vanced standing. All these twelve men
are deserving of all possible commenda-
tion on their splendid individual records,
for to attain them this early each has
been compelled to operate his car with
the utmost skill and proficiency in order
to have gone two entire years or more
without a single chargeable accident.

December Plain Talks



Master Mecharic Directs
gﬂfr ?au.[frg Show

H. C. Presslar, master mechanic at the
Beaumont shops of Eastern Texas Elec-
tric Company, is an ardent poultry fan-
cier and has achieved quite a reputation
as a judge and breeder of fine poultry.
He survised the big poultry show at the
South Texas State Fair this fall, which
enjoyved its biggest and most successful
season.

He is shown here at the left before
the entrance to the exhibition building.
The several score exhibitors who entered
their fine birds at the show compliment-
ed Mr. Presslar on his fine handling of
the entries and his expert care of their
birds while they were on exhibition.

@7
Beasketball g:)[c’{yﬁ rs

Start (Winter Seasor

The basketball team has started its
second season off in fine style, winning
three of its four games by big scores and
losing the other one after a hard
struggle to the Navasota All-stars.
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Coach Floyd is jubilant over the chan-
ces of his charges and has brought
them around in good shape for the open-
ing of the season. The squad includes
Robert Roy, captain and guard, Ray
Gay, “Shorty” Price, Andy Poulson, Bill
Buckley, Caleb French, R. F. Scott, P. W.
Hardeastle, Vernocn Davis, Fred Grimes.
J. A. Kirwin, D. C. Story and A. J.

Mehtner.
7o

R R T a E L R e N e F e il il il i

“On behalf of the employvees of
the Port Arthur Division and my-

self, T wish to extend Holiday

Greetings to our fellow employees

in the other Divisions. We sin-

cerely hope that the vear of 1931
will find prosperity, happiness and
joy in the home of every employee,
and may the coming year be the

most outstanding in accomplish-

ments for our entire organization!

B. ((: 6/20]"}2{:‘
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Statistical .@ﬂparfmemf
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Pue to the increasing demand for
statistical information which it is neces-
sary to compile, not only for officials of
the various departments of the company,
but for government requirements, a sta-
tistical department was formed at the
beginning of the year with J. M. DeBouy
at its head and in twelve months it has
accumulated a vast and ever growing
amount of statistical data on every phase
of the Company’s activities.

A great amount of time and skill are
required in the preparation of such fig-
ures and the department now has three
full time workers. Besides Mr. DeBouy,
J. T. Rosser and W. H. Caswell, Jr. are
at work compiling the records of the
office.



Conroe Ghatter

We feel that we were very fortunate
to sell 10 ranges in the Conroe district
during the month of October. Seven
ranges were sold in Conroe and three
in Cleveland. Bill Earthman proves
that he is related to the famous Hallie
B. as he closed two range sales and
one General Electric refrigerator sale,

“Hips” Sisco and Miss Eva Lou Dean
were married a few months ago but
managed to keep it quiet until recently.
Mrs. Sisco i1s continuing to work in her
father’s grocery store.

Oliver “Tony” Bushart, the dependable
little ice deliveryman, and Miss Jewel
Smith of Conroe were happily married
the first week in November. Tony was
very fortunate, as he missed by only
a few minutes a buggy ride planned
for him immediately after the ceremony.

The Conroe plant is being improved.
A new roof is going to be put on it and
it 1s going to be stuccoed. Mr. Poland
1s in charge of the work.

7o
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R. O. Hopkins has a new Ford, result:
has to carry a baseball bat to keep the
women off him, incidentally Estelle Tay-
lor is in the lead.

Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Dugan are the

proud parents of a son, born December
8

J. B. Coltharp and Matt Craig will
enjoy the Christmas holidays in Tur-
nersville, with Jim’s parents. In
case every one doesn’t know, Waco is
near Turnersville.

Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Ingraham of Jack-
son, Michigan, are spending the winter
with their son, C. W. Ingraham, in

Beaumont.
7o

Ora rge gaﬂip

Orange went over its
again in November.
Jess Parish and his pipe are on the

sick list but we hope for him an early
recovery.

gross bogie
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Ed. Stobart, Jr., with all his brass
trimmings and shoulder bars was a vis-
itor during Thanksgiving week.

George Schluntz procured a flash light
presumably for D. R. work but we've
never seen him with his meter book
after darkness has set in. We wonder
actually what that flashlight was or-
dered for.

Little Lizzie Dees continues to be
original in her ideas: she has marked
all of our appliances with individual
price tags decorating each tag differently
in line with the Xmas (dry) spirit.

C. M. Fleming of Conroe visited the
Orange bunch this month and we were
very glad to see him.

The bovs have organized their basket-
ball team and expect to give the City
LLeague teams plenty of competition this

o o
Chunounce Now NE. LG
Public Spmkbzq Contest

The second annual National Employ-
ees’ Speaking Contest for 1930-31 is to
be held this vear during the months of
February and March, with “The Con-
tribution of Electric Service to Ameri-
can Home Life—and its Future Possi-
bilities” as the subject.

The contest this year will be conduct-
ed under rules similar to those last year,
with the exception that two separate
contests, one for women and one for
men, will be held in place of the one
for both conducted last year.

The Company contest must be com-
pleted by March 10, 1931. That does not
leave any time to waste, and it is hoped
that all employees who are eligible will
E“lt]fr immediately and begin to prepare
talks.

The Gulf States Utilities Company
was one of the leading companies par-
ticipating last year and it is hoped that
our entry will be even larger in 1931.

Dates for the various elimination con-
tests, and also prizes offered, will be
announced later. Submit your name to
your Department Head as soon as pos-
sible in order that your name will reach
the committee in time to secure the
necessary material for you.

P. E. McChesney, L. E. Thorne, C. V.
Merriam and F. F. Johnson, the com-
mittf:-e in charge, stand ready to assist
you in any way possible.

Tom P. Walker,
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