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Christmas reetings

An old English Christmas Carol starts out like this:

“God rest you, merry gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay.”

It's just the sort of buck-up those lines suggest
that we are needing this Christmas. A half-hearted
“Merry Christmas” will be a hollow mockery in many
ears this holiday season. Too many youngsters waiting
in childish faith for Santa will never see him, and too
many fingers, worn from trying to make him real, will
do no more than brush a tear aside.

These are times when souls are being sorely tried.
Rough rubbing polishes hard wmetals, erumbles dirt,
but while we're going through the rubbing, we mneed
all the buck-up we can find, and our neighbor needs
it too. Even though we cannot spread broadcast beau-
tiful and expensive gifts, we can renew our fairth in the
homely virtues of kindliness, courtesy and good fellow-
ship, particularly during this holiday season.

We have taken care of the physical needs of our
unfortunates through our Community Chests, let us now
have a wave of friendliness and good cheer that will
make more real the teaching of Him who held that
“Peace on Farth, Good Will toward Men" is much more
satisfying than great riches.

Why cannot Gulf States and Fastern Texas folks
be right up in front in a campaign of service and cheeri-
ness that will mean a real buck-up for many people?

And above all let us wish each other, as I sincerely
wish you all now, a most Merry Christmas and a year
of joy and prosperity to come.
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As 1931 drew to a close and sales
plans for 1932 were being rounded into
shape, Gulf States Utilities Company
was but a few kilowatt-hours from the
average per home customer set as a
goal for the year by P. E. McChesney.

“This vear gave to each of us the
opportunity to prove our mettle,” said
Mr. McChesney. “While it was not with-
out its disappointments, the November
comparison of K.W.H. Consumed per
Home Customer is encouraging.

“Your marksmanship in this particu-
lar was not quite accurate but it did
reflect hard, conscientious work. At the
end of eleven months, the K.W.H. sales
closely approached the bogie which we
set for ourselves during brighter days.

“This has been an achievement of
merit. It has come to you because you
have considered your job, and worked
towards its accomplishment. There has
been more intelligent work done this
vear by more individuals than in pre-
vious years.

“You have proven what you can DO,
and provided a good foundation on which
to build sales for the coming year. You
have, while missing vour bogie 1In
K.W.H., exceeded the national percent-
age of home consumption increase. Your
decks are cleared for action.

“You will find in studying figures
for 1931 that a few of the towns In-
creased their average home kilowatt-
hour consumption more than 100 K.W.H.
Conditions in these towns were not ma-
terially different from those in other
towns. The merchandise sold was the
same. The answer to the difference must
be ‘the human element’, so, if you were
one of the tail-enders in 1931, you may
find it helpful to study the methods of
those who led the list. Your method
must be right if the energy you put
into vour work is to bring satisfactory
results.

“We have mapped out an ambitious
sales program for 1932. Every one must
work hard and intelligently if we are
to reach our goal. I am sure you will,
and that at this time next year we
will look back on a record of accom-
plishment even more gratifying than
that of 1931.”
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The year has ended,

Its work i1s done;

Compile your accomplishments—
Let’s see who won!

We are speaking of the Progress
Award. The going might have
been a little rough all during the
yvear, but we have come through
by working a little harder, and
now comes the time to take stock,
recount our achievements, and as-
certain the winner for 1931.

The contest was based on the
same points as the one in 1930,
namely 509 for sales, 25% for
operation and 25% for admini-
stration. This has afforded each
town in Gulf States territory a
splendid opportunity to win the
coveted honor, so let’s all get
busy and complete the reports.

The company set for its 1931
goal an average of 5756 Kw-h. per
home customer. For the twelve
months ending November 30th our
average was 563 Kw-H. per home
customer. This is an increase of
14.7% over the corresponding pe-
riod of 1930, while the national in-
crease is only 6.5%.

We have not reached our goal
but we have done a good job, and
it is now up to each superintend-
ent to begin immediate prepara-
tion of his report. If any superin-
tendent desires any special infor-
mation concerning the award, he
should get in touch with Fred

Johnson, Secretary of the Award
Committee.
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By J. T. Reidy
The spirit of hearty cooperation
has certainly been manifested by
emplovees of both Eastern Texas
Electric Company and Gulf States
Utilities Company who have work-
ed so diligently to reduce the num-

ber and seriousness of accidents during
the past year.

We have boasted for several years of
the untiring efforts put forth by the
men who operate our buses and street
cars in Port Arthur and Beaumont and
our interurban between Beaumont and
Port Arthur to cut accidents to a mini-
mum, as well as cut to a minimum the
cost to the Company. By the f{feat
performed by the operators of both
divisions during the month of August,
when they had but 35 accidents in all
divisions, they exceeded our fondest
hopes. At this time it is no more than
fair to these operators for us to con-
gratulate them heartily for the record
established and have them know that
we at all times want to share their
trials and tribulations while they are so
carefully maneuvering their cars and
buses through the traffic jams without
an accident. Unquestionably, their job
is an important one. They have the lives
of many in their charge and are very
happy to receive the cooperation from
those who abide by the traffic regula-
tions and help them through the crowd-
ed streets. Numerous complimentary
letters have been received from the peo-
ple, commending these operators for
their acts of courtesy.

It seems that this army of operators,
so well organized and keyed to the
highest pitech of enthusiasm, started on
the first day of this year to reduce the
number of accidents and the seriousness
of them. It is only necessary to tell you
that the accidents for this year are 49
under those of last year. The operators
in Beaumont, including the interurban,
went 103 days without a single accident,
compared to 54 such days in 1930. Port
Arthur operators were successful 1In
operating 248 days without an accident

erious Situation

this vear, as compared to 187 days the
previous year. The operators co-oper-
ated with the supnervisory force in every
accident campaign started by them. To
date we have not had a fatal accident
on either the interurbans, buses or
street cars, Beaumont or Port Arthur
Division.

It is needless for us to say that this
cooperation from the operators has not
only been the cause of favorable com-
ments from the public to the operators
and the Company, but has been a source
of considerably less money spent by the
Company in the settlement of claims
resulting from the accidents had by the
trainmen.

At present there is no inducement
whatever offered to the operator for his
accident prevention. He does not receive
the bonus which the Company previously
saw fit to give him. It was their idea
to suspend the bonus plan until condi-
tions improve, and with this 1dea came
the promise from the operators to carry
on the safety idea to even a greater
degree and continue reduction of aceci-
dent cost to the Company. So far this
month their efforts have been well re-
paid, as they have had but 10 accidents
in all divisions for the first 11 days in
this month.

Employees of the Gulf States Utihi-
ties Company were not to be outdone
by the fine record established by the
E. T. E. Co. employees. Their conscious-
ness of the high cost of accidents and
the disruption in the organization caused
by them and their dread of the maiming
of men spurred them on to establish
an excellent record this year. They are
to be heartily congratulated and we be-
lieve, also, those of you who are not
familiar with their work will be glad
for the opportunity to know what they
have done. As evidence of the fact that
our employees have extended their every
effort in accident prevention, we offer

for your consideration the follow.ng

comparative figures: 1930 1931
Trans. & Dist. 63 52
Production 26 L%
Construction 31 8

(Concluded on page 24)
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j)rizes for 1032

The Prize Awards Committee
of National Electric Light Asso-
ciation announced in the Novem-
ber issue of N. E. L. A. Bulletin

the following prizes which are to
be awarded to individuals for
papers on subjects relative to the Elec-
tric Light and Power Industry and to
member companies for accomplishments
in specified activities:

Prizes to individual employees—the
Henry L. Doherty gold medal to be
awarded for the most meritorious paper
on any subjeect relative to the Eleetric
Light and Power Industrv: H. M.
Byllesby prizes of $250, $150, and
$100. to be awarded for the three most
meritorious papers showing how to In-
crease the usefulness of the accountant
in the Public Utility Industry; James LK.
Davidson prizes of $250, $150, and $100
for the three most meritorious papers
dealing with commercial or merchandis-
ing problems of the Electric Light and
Power Industry; the Martin J. Insull
prize of $250 for the most meritorious
paper dealing with the subject of Pub-
lic Relations in the Electriec Light and
Power Industry; and the James H. Me-
Graw prizes of $250, $150, and $100
for the three most meritorious papers
on any Engineering or Technical Sub-
ject relating to the Electric Light and
Power Industry.

Prizes to member companies— the
James M. Gilchrist gold medal to be
awarded to the company making the
greatest contributions to the advance-
ment of Electrical Advertising during
the period of the contest year, and a
cash prize of $1000 to the individual
in that company responsible for the
achievement; the Augustus D. Curtis
certificate to be awarded to the Com-
pany that shows the greatest contribu-
tion to Electric Lighting of Commercial
and Public Buildings, and a cash prize
of $500 in gold to the persons respon-
sible for the achievement; and the B.
C. Forbes Public Service Cup to be
awarded to the company which <con-
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ducted the most constructive Publiec Re-

lations campaign during the calendar
year of 1931.
Wateh vour bulletin boards for the

poster which gives full particulars re-
ecarding the 1932 awards and rules gov-

erning same,
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Just the right

‘ -*"" . amount of pluck
et ~  and luck won for
g Ellis Taylor, Dis-
Rt trict Representa-
_ tive from Liberty,
8, the coveted trip
to Westinghouse’s
Mansfield Ohio,
plant where the
famous Westing-
1ouse Ranges and
other appliances
are manufactur-

ed.
This contest,
. which began
March 1st, and
ended November 30th, was conducted
much the same as the G. E. Refrig-

erator sales contest. Individual bogies
were set for each District Representa-
tive and Superintendent. In order to be
eligible for the prize, it was necessary
for each contestant to first make his
bogeyv. Each range sale up to and in-
cluding the bogey counted as one chance
on the prize. Each sale over the bogey
counted as two chances. Each water
heater sale counted as two chances also.

At the close of the contest, which was
confined to the Texas division, R. C.
Wakefield of Conroe topped the list
with thirty-eight chances to win, Ernest
Little, Beaumont, had thirty-five
chances, and Ellis Taylor of Liberty,
whose name was drawn by Mr. McChes-
ney, was third with thirty chances.

Congratulations, Ellis!



Gutracoastal Ganal

By J. R. Kirby
The survey for a 33 kv. single
pole line along the right of way of
the Intracoastal Canal, a distance
of 29 miles from Port Arthur to
High Island, to serve the electric

dredge of the Standard Dredging
Company is about completed at this
time. The location of the Intracoastal
Canal naturally follows the low con-
tours of the terrain in order to reduce
construction costs and the coastal marsh
between Port Arthur and High Island,
having an elevation of only about two
and one-half feet above sea level, offers
an ideal location for such a project. The
low marsh lands extend inland from the
Gulf a distance of from seven to ten
miles and are traversed by several shal-
low, serpentine bayous. Tall marsh
grass and cane grow over the entire
area, making it the ideal home of the
muskrat, the alligator and the mosquito.

The Beaumont Engineering Depart-
ment field party, composed of W. H.
Thomason, Jess Chandler, D. C. Storey,
C. M. Scott, and A. J. Fichtner, started
the survey from Port Arthur the latter
part of August and have encountered
experiences quite out of the ordinary in
“blazing the trail” on this project.

Working conditions were about at the
worst with blazing suns, swarms of
mosquitoes, boggy marshlands, and
miles and miles of walking and scramb-
ling out of ’gator holes and muskrat
tunnels.

During the late summer extra men
were used in order to keep the party in
drinking water since, in the course of
the day’s work, the party would pro-
gress some three or four miles from the
survey truck and raise quite a thirst.

For the first seven miles of marsh
a boat with outboard motor was used
for transportation since this section of
canal closely parallels Salt Bayou and
the adjacent marshes would not permit
the use of a truck.

As the survey advanced westward, ac-
cess to the right of way was by light

Eirze Survey

truck and during dry weather very good
progress was made as the party was
able to drive the truck over the tall
marsh grasses, using one member of
the party stationed on top of the truck
to serve as a human periscope and look
out for ’gator holes.

Several “ports of entrance” for the
marshes were used, viz., McFaddin’s
Beach, La Belle’s and White'’s Ranch.
Dutch Joe, that veteran of the marsh-
lands, welcomed the surveyors from the
outside and gave valuable information
as to the best means of penetrating his
wilderness.

As autumn bows to winter and sunny
skies become gray, the survey has pro-
ceeded to a point near White’s Ranch
and, with only a few more miles to
oo, the party is now “holed up” at that
duck hunters’ paradise wearing hip
boots and sheepskins, and with a dare-
to-do determination, are completing the
last lap of this memorable survey.

e
cNational 8mp[0qfﬁ s
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The third annual National Employee’s
Speaking Contest for 1931-32 is to be
held this year during the months of
February and March with “The Rela-
tions of Government and Business” and
“The Electrical Industry as an Economic
and Social Factor in America” as op-
tional subjects. You are at liberty to
choose either of the subjects mentioned,
but it is the thought of the committee
in charge that the former would prove
of more benefit to the company as a
whole.

Dates for the various elimination con-

tests and prizes to be offered will be

announced later. Kindly submit your
name to your department head as soon
as possible in order that it may reach
the committee in time to secure the
necessary material for you.
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Beaumont Division
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A check-up of the Beaumont account-
ing department reveals that a goodly
number of its members will forsake the
still waters of Beaumont for greener
pastures during the Christmas holidays.

W. P. Allphin,
Good Eg(bert)
Huntsville.

and
visit

Joyvee Cowser

Henry plan to

Houston will draw Juanita Hogan and
A. J. Johansen. (Now now!—not out of
the State).

Lourah Mae Bell plans to startle
Jasper, while Alice Ruth Mitchell goes
to Caldwell, W. J. Campbell to Abbey-
ville, Carl Jordan to Troup, Evelyn
Wallace to Silsbee, Agnes Armistead to
San Antonio and Mrs. Cockrill and M.
A. Merchant (accompanied by the ever-
vigilant Mr. Cockrill) to Hull.

J. E. Nelms has already arranged for
his passport to Montgomery, Louilsiana,
and at the time of going to press, Joyce
Cowser said it was possible that he
would be in the market for a brand-
new marriage license about that time
of the year.

To redeem our loss in this wholesale
exodus, we are glad to report that Olaf
“Jake” Jacobsen will be here for Christ-
mas, as the guest of Elmer Engman.
When Jake left last Fall to attend col-
lece in Florida, he neglected to take
with him the various shattered female
hearts, and possibly his return will mend
these little matters.

N. J. Ambrose was transferred from
Lake Charles on the first of November
as Auditor, but tarried for only a month
before going to Kl Paso in response to
a call for assistance by the Boston audi-
tors there. He plans to return about
Christmas time.

Mrs. Ambrose is vacationing in Bos-
ton and Maine.
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Distribution CNews

W. E. “Shorty” Herrin high hats the
whole bunch these days. He 1s the papa
of Eugenie Herrin, who arrived in Beau-
mont on November 25, 1931.

Bill Sterling 1s partially convinced
now that there are a few other baby
boys in the world besides his recent off-
spring, William Sterling, Jr.

W. R. Metzke, of the Line Depart-
ment, joined the ranks of the young men
“who probably fix their own breakfast.”
Mr. Metzke and Miss Ruby Green were
married November 22nd in Corsicana.

Lewis Lengnick and Harold Mortimer
are passing away their vacation by wan-
dering through the southern states with
Beaufort, South Carolina, as their ulti-
mate objective where they can get free
meals and board, i. e., it is Lewis’ old
home town.

A. G. Mashburn is all smiles and
grins these days. Christmas he 18 to
marry Miss Felma Wren of Kountze.
Then, a honeymoon to his old home back
in Alabama. When yvou see the bride,
vou will realize Mashburn must have
done some tall talking.

e
Christmas Dance

Four energetic young ladies, Pearl
Krauel, Marie Cato, Evelyn Wallace and
Dorothy Stahl, decided to give us a
chance to spread some Christmas cheer!
On December 18, from 9:30 to 12:30, at
the Terpsi Club in Beaumont, they gave
a dance for Company employees. The
music was furnished by the Rice Varsity
orchestra from Houston. Everybody had

a big time.
ey
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Mary Lilyerstrom attended a confer-
ence of the 4th District of the Texas
Federation of Business and Professional
Women’s Clubs held at Mercedes, Texas,



on November 14th and 15th. Miss Lil-
yerstrom 1s State President of that or-
ganization.

Marie

gane

Cato at-
in Hous-

Jennie Lou Peck and
tended the Rice-A. & M.
ton.

The Stenographic Department and
several guests enjoyed a typleal Hal-
loween Party at Ruth and Hubert Mor-
gan's apartment. A good time was had

by all.
Helen Jones took her vacation begin-
ning Thanksgiving Day, when she went

to College Station to be with her hus-
band who is a student at A. & M., and
to see A. & M. beat Texas U. The re-
mainder of her vacation was spent in
Houston and Beaumont.

Irene Sullivan, accompanied by Alice
Ruth Mitchell, went to College Station
on Thanksgiving Day to witness the
football game.

We missed
two weeks
Marshall
November

Delscie Miles
she substituted for Monte
who was on vacation from
28th to December T7th.

Alice Lyons spent Thanksgiving Day
at her home in Sulphur, Louisiana.

during the

The Stenographic Department feels
highly honored upon having in its midst
both the Chairman and Secretary of
the Women’s Committee. Mary Lilyer-
strom and Helen Jones were elected to

these offices, respectively, at the elec-
tion held at the November meeting.

Imogene Davis and young son, Rich-
ard, spent Thanksgiving week-end at
her mother’s home in Henderson, Texas.

Mary Lilyerstrom and Docia Moore
drove over to Houston for Thanksgiving
dinner with Docia’s sister

Andy Poulson and Ras Rawley, office
boys, are great football enthusiasts—

even to the extent of playing on Sun-
day afternoon in a pouring rain with
the thermometer slightly above freez-
ing.

An address on the general subject of
personal safety was given by Mary
Lilyverstrom before the David Crockett
Junior High School on December

Since Marie and Bennie Stagg have
moved into their new residence on Cal-
der Avenue, their home has become a
favorite rendezvous for members of the
Stenographie Department. Friday night,
December 11, members and guests en-
joyed an informal bridge and candy-
making party there.

-]
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97-pound
Beaumont Production De-

Some beauty, tarpen
that Ray Gay,
partment, landed several weeks ago
while on a Silver King expedition into
the Gulf of Mexico off Anahuac. After
snagging a score or more of the big
bullies only to have his line or hook
broken, Ray finally hooked this six-
foot one inch baby through the eye,
and then it took him an hour and 20
minutes to safely land the big fellow . .

and this is no fish story.

Marie Cato was absent from her place
at the switchboard, Monday, December
7, on account of illness.

Delscie Miles, Ruth Morgan and
Frances Emmer are members of the Y.

W. C. A. chorus which was heard over
KFDM, Monday night, November 30.

A program of Christmas carols will be
broadcast during Christmas week.
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Sales Jtems

P. E. McChesney was elected a mem-
ber of the executive committee of the
Southwestern Ice Manufacturers Asso-
ciation at their recent convention in San
Antonio. Mr. and Mrs. McChesney left
Sunday night for a meeting of the ex-
ecutives of that association in Dallas.
They will return Wednesday morning.

Frances Emmer spent the weekend of
Thanksgiving in New Orleans. She at-
tended the Tulane-L. S. U, game.

I'. Parker Allen and son, Clark, were
seen rooting for the ole Purple and
White in the Beaumont-Houston game
last Saturday. Clark is making quite a
football enthusiast out of his Daddy.

Duniven regrets that he had to
leave “Little Chicago” (Port Arthur)
Tor such a tame place as Beaumont.
He has Lawrence Talley to fire a pistol
every night so he’ll feel at home and
sleep peacefully.

Earl Clubb i1s a first class publie
speaker—when he is not called upon.
We heard that Earl had secret ambitions
to become a pilot—but we don’t know
what kind.

The Repair Department has been so
busy installing electric ranges that have
been sold that they can’t give us any
news to put in Plain Talks. We call that
news enough!

Did yvou know that one member of
our organization learned to be quite an
aviator. Fred Lofland of the repair shop
solos all the time now.

The people of High Island believe in
Santa Claus now. For a nice, big Christ-
mas present we connected them on to
our lines December Tth. They, too can
rely on our dependable public service
now.

“Cap” MecCann has been on the sick
list for the past three weeks. We miss
his smiling countenance and hope to
have him back with us real soon.

During Christmas holidays don’t for-
get to see Frank Quaidy as he has a
pull with all the bootleggers in his ter-
ritory.

After talking privately to Rod Hons-
berger, I am convinced that he did not
tell all about his trip to New York at
the Sales Meeting. However, we don’t
blame him.

Walter Richardson has turned out to
be quite a range salesman. He deserves
a great big hand. He has only been in
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his district a short while, yet he has
already made his vearly quota.

Ask Ernest Little about his cowboy
friends in his new territory. We under-
stand he speaks their language now!

John Owen comes to us from the
Navasota Division and we would like
to take this opportunity to say, “if
there are any more up there like him,
we would sure like to have em with us
too.”

Jottings from the Cuff

Parker Allen chasing ole man gloom
away by whistling Kate Smith’s favor-
ite, “When the Moon Comes Over the
Mountain.”—Benjamin Stagg bumming
chewing gum off of a poor, defenseless
eirl.—Mary Lena Nall making plans for
an extensive journey to Jasper, Texas,
where she will hold a cooking school.—
Lawrence Talley cheering up a D. R.
friend with one of his own witticisms.—
Gladys Westbrook Spell with a great
big handful of money (the D. R.'s sales
for a day).—Ed Fox bringing in a beau-
tiful assortment of lamps for Christmas.
—Morrison and Little getting ready for
a trip to our newly attached territory,
Winnie and Stowell.

T
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E. C. Adams 1s back again. He was
called home due to the serious illness
of his mother, but he reports that she
was resting better when he left her.
We are all wishing for her rapid re-
covery.

W. L. Trumper, our most dignified
young engineer, had an accident re-
cently which was slightly upsetting. He
was walking along on a newly waxed
floor when suddenly both feet left said
floor—flying off at wvarious tangents.
We are glad to know that he was not
seriously injured, although Gilbert, the
porter, complained of a huge “goose-
egeg” on one side of his head as the re-
sult of Trumper’s downfall. Evidently
Gilbert’s head came into contact with
one of Trump’s “flying feet.”

During a hot ball game, Dan Poul-
son, in trying to slide into home base,
slid too fast, ’er sompin’—anyway, he
broke his leg and he is now slowly
knitting his way back to health. We
hope he will soon be on the job again.
Dan, as we all know, now lives in Port

Arthur and he had to do a bit of hard



thinking recently when the Community
Chest was the subject of discussion. He
couldn’t decide whether to subscribe iIn
Beaumont or Port Arthur, since he
claims that if relief became necessary
for him, he would have to get it in his
home town. However, due to the effect-
ive persuasion of R. B. Cruise, he gave
his bit to Beaumont.

W. W. Eckles is enjoying pre-Santa
Claus time. He is already shopping for
his small son, and takes great pleasure
in tryving out all the mechanical toys.
For confidential information, however,
I believe Santa Claus will take Wesley,
Jr., a worn-out steam engine, instead
of the one he 1s expecting.

WANTED—AnN overcoat in exchange
for a brand new ice cream freezer. See
Jack Voyles, Engineering Department.

T
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Neches Station’s large unit came out
of service several days to become more
modernized by the installation of the
very latest voltage regulator developed.
In fact, it is understood that this 1is
the first regulator of its type to be In-
stalled on a generating unit as regular
plant equipment.

E. F. Webb of Neches Station was
back on the job after a few weeks ill-
ness due to an emergency appendicitis
operation at the Beaumont General Hos-
pital.

Monte Marshall, the department’s
only girl employee, returned from a
vacation trip to Bryan, Fort Worth, and
points west. She looks seven pounds bet-
ter after the trip.

A group of the Neches Station boys
enjoyed a squirrel hunt from a skiff in
the waters of Louilsiana recently. Sid
Moore created quite a splash as the ten
gauge kicked him in the river.

Then there was Mr. Holst, Station
Carpenter, who journeyed to Anahuac in
quest of wild duck. He returned down-
cast but duckless.

J. 0. Bauman, Neches Station’s official
trapper, has three fine box traps just
outside of the station yard. He has his
heart and his traps set for rabbits but
so far his catch has consisted of three
opossums and one large pink cloth Eas-
ter rabbit.

C. J. Bonin received a telegram dur-
ing the wee small hours of a recent

morning. It was read to him over the
telephone after his slumber had been
so rudely interrupted. Bonin says,
“Imagine my great glee to learn that
Santa Claus would arrive on the twenty

fifth.”
Fasie N
ecmq ratulations

Plain Talks takes this opportunity to
congratulate Edwin Fox, Dorothy Futch,
Jack Gammage, Elizabeth Golemon,
Lawrence Talley, and Art Krueger for
the splendid work they have done 1n
decorating the Beaumont Sales Floor.

In the past, a professional decorator
has been employed to do this work, but
this year the above employees volun-
teered and did a better job than the
professional . . . and at a whole lot less

expense.
ey
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News of the success of old friends 1is
Always welcome. We were pleased to
near recently that A. F. Townsend, once
apon a time head of our companies and
now of Northern Texas Traction com-
nany, headed the Community Chest drive
in Fort Worth this year and put it over
the top, and that J. G. Holtzelaw, who
went from us to Virginia Electrie and
Power company, did the same at Rich-

mond, Va.
oo
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George Sluntz and Tom Anderson
from Jasper dropped by the office for a
short visit December 10. They were on
their way to a Sales Meeting In Beau-
mont. We were glad to have them and
hope they will come by again.

W. V. Holik and R. I. Morrison came
down to see us December 9, and we
were glad to have them.

It’s time to watch a man when you
find a mouse parked in the collar of
his overcoat. The man in this case was
Mr. Scanlon.
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A very successful school of electric
cookery was conducted in Jasper dur-
ing November by Mary Lena Nall.

We are proud of the attendance at
this demonstration, the first ever held
in Jasper. From the one hundred and
eighty nine ladies who attended, several
excellent prospects were secured.

o
Sour Lake

Business conditions in Sour Lake have
been fair for the past few months. This
change is believed to be the result of
the opening of the school session and
the building of pipe lines through this
section.

Those feeling the Christmas spirit in
the Sour Lake Plant are: H. A. Tuma,
who has purchased a new General Elec-
tric Refrigerator, and Paul Himmelreich
who has purchased a new Westinghouse
Electric Range.

Paul Himmelreich was called to Fort
Worth on November 27th, due to the
death of his father. We join his many
friends in extending our sincere sym-
pathy.

Mrs. A. D. Barrow, wife of our sup-
erintendent, recently returned from New
Orleans, where she was called to the
bedside of an Aunt who was seriously
ill. We are glad to hear Mrs. Barrow
left her Aunt improving.

Mrs. Virginia Luce and Mrs. H. A.
Tuma motored to Beaumont Wednesday

where they attended a meeting of the
Women’s Committee.

Those from Sour Lake attending the
Range Sales meeting which was held
in Hull were; A. D. Barrow, H. A.
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Jasper Sales
Floor

The lady posing

in this picture is
none other than
the attractive
card-board West-
inghouse Lamp
display.

Tuma, and Mrs. Virginia Luce. Each
reported an interesting and profitable

meeting.

T
G?ccamzfamff (Wir
Grdoor Series

An exciting baseball tournament be-
tween six teams from Beaumont and
Port Arthur has been brought to a close
with the Beaumont Accounting Depart-
ment taking highest honors. By winning
the first five-game series, the Beaumont
Accountants chalke] up an early lead
which the strong Port Arthur team.
runners up in both the first and second
series, were unable to match.

HOW THEY FINISHED

Team Won Lost Pet.
Accounting 9 1 900
Port Arthur 7 3 700
Commercial 5) 5 500
Distribution 4 6 400
Railway 3 7 300
Production 2 8 200
TWELVE LEADING HITTERS
Plaver G ABH R Pet.
Fontana, A 7T 29 19 25 862
[Linnehan, A 6 23 8 16 696
Peavy, Ry. 6 19 8 13 684
Roy, D 10 33 17 22 666
Stahl, D 8 21 11 14 666
Robichau, A 10 38 26 25 658
Poulson, A 10 34 23 22 653
Rafferty, A 10 49 25 25 625
Guidry, P 9 32 12 20 625
Stafford, P. A. 10 36 14 20 625
Gay, P 10 44 26 27 613
Lengick, D 6 18 6 11 611






Bouisi&um @[vision

gu[f States Entertains
ClVomenis liks

Approximately fifty executives
of the Louisiana State Federation
of Women’s Clubs were our guests
at a luncheon on the opening day
of thelr convention, November
19th, on the first floor of the

LLake Charles office, with Frances Fer-
ouson, Director of Home Service, act-

Ing as hostess.

A gracious greeting was extended the
club women by Mrs. Ferguson, which
was followed by a brief talk in praise
of the power of organized women by
(Geo. B. Morgan, Vice-President of Gulf
States Utilities Co. At the close of his
talk, Mr. Morgan presented Mrs. R. K.
Boney, State President of the Federated
Women’s Clubs, with a beautiful bou-
quet of pink roses.

A clever song, written by Mrs. W. S.
Streater in honor of Mrs. Ferguson, was
sung by those present and proved a
most Interesting part of the program.
Two songs by Frank Tayvlor, accom-
panied by Mrs. C. T. Helbing, were also
enjoved.

Members of the Lake Charles Women’s
Committee assisted Mrs. Ferguson in

sntertaining the guests.

In addition to an interesting skit
which was presented by Vera Griffin,
Lucille Burgess and Estelle Bulloch, the
following women assisted 1n  serving
the guests: Ruth Landry, Vera Griffin,
Lucille Burgess, Estelle Bulloch, Eula
Mae Burgess, Lillian Ferguson, Sue
Squires, Velna MeCarthy and Elizabeth
Gayle. Mrs. Dick Reeves and Mrs. Ray-
mond Wright also assisted Mrs. Fergu-
S01.

ey

Gi‘ramnzﬁuq G?rmuuh

Howard Brown became an uncle for

the seventh time on December 7, 1931.
Congratulations, “Unkie”.
Vera Griffin went home for Thanks-

giving, and late the next morning was
able to report a very enjovable wvisit.

May Thomson, our *Money Changer’
spent the week end of the 21st in New
Orleans, after having been seen pack-
irg her evening gown and gloves.

R. T. Wright and L. J. Himel made
a business trip to New Orleans, leaving

Thanksgiving night. While there they
attended the annual strugele between

Tulane and Louisiana State University.

A. T. Caldwell made a business trip
to Cameron recently, and reported much
traffic on the beach road.

Joe Austin and Herbert Welsh were
among the visitors to Beaumont and
Port Arthur the week end of December
oth.




R. T. Wright made flying business
trips to Lafayette on December 4 and
to Sulphur on November 30.

Jack Chatelain of the Jennings office
was a business visitor in Lake Charles
on December Tth.

W. L. Clements visited Jennings and
LLafavette on business recently.

Mr. and Mrs. Phil S. Allen are the
happy parents of a baby girl, Barbara
Lewis, born Monday, November 23rd.

A. T. Caldwell, our Credit Manager,
on December 6 attended a meeting 1In
Alexandria, La. of the Louisiana Retail
Credit Association, for the purpose of
discussing legislation to be put before
our State Solons. Mr. Caldwell was ap-
poirtcd a member of the Legislative
Committee of this Association.

During the last part of November
and the first few davs of December, the
Accounting Department completed a
check of all meters in service, and made
a thorough check of customers rooms
for billing purposes. In connection with
this theyv also made a check of the con-
nected load of small power users who
are billed on a connected load basis.

In line with our efforts to better fa-
cilitate the work of our Department,

'A.J;, Marie, Hubert
Germaine, and Bobby

i

Alleen and Marthsa
Caldwell

Loguie Swann

Some of our Lake Charles young ’uns
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Jake Haxthausen, office boy, 1s now op-
erating the billing machine half time,
while Wourl Fanguy is now dividing his
time between his former duties of bill
deliverer and those of office boy.

W. L. Clements, who, as we all know
is always ready for fun or froliec, has
become quiet, subdued and otherwise
tamed recently. We wonder why. Some
attribute this rapid change to the return
of the boss,—whose boss? Why, Clem’s
of course!!

The Travelers Insurance Company, In-
surers with whom our group employees
life insurance is placed, are to be con-
oratulated for their prompt attention In
connection with the death of our em-
ployee, Frank Roth. In approximately
twenty-four hours the beneficiary had
received full payment from his poliey.

Edward J. Bradley was seen driving
a new model Chevrolet with a purchas-
ing look in his eye. Welsh and Hax-
thausen are scared to death since Ed
never uses more than two wheels with
his present Chevvy, and the new models
are faster than ever.

Joe Austin’s radio was out of com-
mission for a few days recently, and
after wearing a lost look and even go-
ing so far as to enter a movie once,
Joe is all smiles again. We suppose the
radio is “oke” once more.

R. T. Wright escorted Messers Potter
ard Hepp, fire insurance inspectors, on
a tour of our properties recently, being
accompanied by L. J. Himel of the
Beaumont office.

Our good friend Clem opines that
good times are just around the corner,
but when pressed for details admitted
that he didn’t know which corner.

Haxthausen Calls Basketeers

Manager Haxthausen has issued a
call to his Basketeers to report for prac-
tice this week preparatory to entering
the City Basket Ball League race. Gulf
States will make a determined effort to
recover the City championship which
they lost last season by a slight margin,
after three years of City supremacy.

We were all grieved to learn of
the death of our esteemed friend
and fellow emplovee, Frank Roth,

who died December 14th. We take
this opportunity to extend our
heart-felt sympathy to the be-
reaved family.
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The Women’s Committee sponsored a
“Better Home” program for the Parent-
Teachers Association and Home Man-
agement class of the LaGrange High
School, Wednesday, December 2nd.

The members of the Association and
Home Management class met in the
Home Economics department where Mrs.
Ferguson, our Home Service Director,
prepared an oven meal and a New Kng-
land dinner to be cooked in the Thrift
Cooker. She gave a very interesting
talk on the advantages of electric cook-
ery and the electric refrigerator, plac-
ing at this time a salad in the General
Electric Refrigerator. Those attending
the meeting were then invited to the
auditorium to be entertained, being as-
sured that the meal needed no attention
and would be ready to serve after the
program.

The following program was presented:

“Lighting the Home From a Health
And Beauty Standpoint” by R. E. Lee

“An Ivy Covered Shack”—(vocal

solo), by . . . . . Frank Taylor

(Accompanied by Mrs, C. Helbling)
“Contribution Of Labor Saving De-

vices To The Modern Home, by

e & o« e o ow o« s ¢ Hoth Landvy
“Gulf States Utilities Company Help-

ing To Build A Community”, by
i & o B . . . W. H. Kirkwood
“Arabian Nights Of 1931”

Misses, Griffin, Bulloch and Burgess

After the program, the meals which
Mrs. Ferguson had previously prepared
were taken from the oven and presented
to Mrs. W. S. Scaife and Mrs. F. Gerd-
sen, who were holders of the lucky num-
bers.

Sandwiches, tea, salad and cookies
were served by members of the Women’s

Committee,

oo
Red Cross ﬁmﬂziﬁq
School Feld

On November 23rd a Standard Course
in First Aid was organized in Lake
Charles by Dr. G. F. Hartzell, National
Red Cross Worker from Washington, D.
C. This class was held in the Gulf States
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Utilities Company Assembly Room with
an average attendance of twenty mem-
bers, of which ten were employees of
the Gulf States Utilities Company.

W. H. Kirkwood, Superintendent of
Customers’ Service, is Chairman of the
IFirst Aid Committee of the Local Red
(ross Chapter for this year.

Andre Dubus of the Light and Power
Department, Herbert Welsh of the Ac-
counting Department, and Russell Dunn,
Company Safety Director, qualified as
instructors.

Sue Squires, Ruth Landry, Lucille
Burgess, Velna McCarthy and Ruby Me-
Clellan, members of the Safety Team
of the Women's Committee, Geo. F.
Cox of the Production Department, and
W. H. Kirkwood, Superintendent of Cus-
tomers’ Service, earned Certificates.

The Ice Department was represented
at each meeting by a different employee.
Those attending were: A. Manielle, L.
Says, H. A. Burnette, A. Abraham, J.
G. Carnahan, W. White, H. Roth, F.
Gerdsen, and J. M. Brown.

The course given by Dr. Hartzell has
proven of great value and benefit to all
who attended. We are greatly indebted
to him for his wonderful work in not
only instructing onur employeees, but
having a course opcn to the public. The
only regret that we have is that more
of the employees and more of the public
did not avail themselves of this won-
derful opportunity.

oo
(VWomen _Meet

The Women’s Public Service Commit-
tee met Tuesday, November 24th with
all of its members present.

Much good work was reported for the
month of November, several skits hav-
ing been presented and a number of
public contacts made.

One of the most interesting events of
the meeting was a round table discus-
sion which was very helpful. Several
questions of great value to the company
were discussed.

Excellent talks were given by Mae
Thomson, Elizabeth Gayle and Estelle
Bulloch.



cJ CRRLIGS

Ralph reports that he had a very good
time on a deer hunt down in the Atacha-
falaya swamps. Although he did not bag
the limit, the camp life and Kangaroo
Court were thoroughly enjoyed.

Irrigation business at this time is
quiet due to the present condition of
the rice market. The farmers are hold-
ing their rice for a better price, and
for this reason cannot make plans for
the coming season. From all indications
there will be a reduction in the number
of acres next year, but the majority of
farms with electric units on them will
continue to operate as in the past.

Don Montagne attended the Tulane-
Washington State game in New Orleans.
From all accounts that Don has been
giving us it wouldn’t do for him to take
in the ROSE BOWL GAME.

Jack Chatelain was a Lafayette vis-
itor one day last week.

Tom Steed 1s now enjoying his vaca-
tion in Birmingham. We wonder why
Tom had to go so far away, on such a
short stay . . . better tell us about this
Tom.

The Jennings office is certainly all
dressed up for the holidays.

Work 1is nearing completion at the
Jennings Substation where the Stone &
Webster crew has been busy making
several changes.

We are pleased to announce the mar-
riage of B. W. Hart, Jennings Line De-
partment, to Miss Clarinel Freeland of
Crowley, Louisiana. Welcome to our
ranks Mr. and Mrs. Hart. The old mar-
ried folks out here wish you both much
happiness, and we are mighty glad to
welcome Mrs. Hart into the Gulf States
Utilities Company family.

Messrs, Newlin and Sawyer, were re-

cent visitors to the Jennings Substation,
making various tests of new equipment.

Mr. and Mrs, C. C. C. Carlisle have
just returned from an enjoyable vaca-
tion WAY UP NORTH. Although Char-
lie hasn’t said, we are sure that he is
glad to get back to the nice WARM
SUNNY ? SOUTH.

7o

Jack: “From the glimpse of her this
morning I rather like our new cook.
There seems to be plenty of go about
her.”

Helen: “Yes, she’s gone.”
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Lake G?rf/zur

The Jennings c¢rew has completed the
changes in our substation, which will
reduce our operating expense consider-
ably, and improve the appearance of
the station.

Lake Arthur is justly proud of the
new concrete highway to Jennings, and
when the three-span bridge across Mer-
mentau River here is completed we will
be connected with the O. S. T. both
North and East, and will not be iso-
lated as we have been in the past. This
should be of some benefit to us from
a business standpoint.

The Show Boat, Harry Lee, 1s sta-
tioned at Lake Arthur, and we are serv-
ing it with electricity and ice. It is now
going under the name of Show Boat
Nite Club, and is open every night,
serving meals and furnishing musie for
dancing. Manager Breax states that he
is well pleased with the patronage he
1s getting.

The fish business has not been very
good this year due to too much salt
water for salt water fish and not
enough fresh water for fresh water fish;
however, the north winds have caused
the fresh water fishing to get better
and we may get some good ice busi-
ness before the year is up. Duck hunt-
ing has been extra good this season.
Nearly every hunter has gotten the

limit.
T
Elton

We are proud of the steady growth
of electric power for irrigation in the
Elton distriet. Since 1926, the number
of electrically irrigated farms has
jumped from twenty five to ninety two.
A seven-stand electric gin, a five-ton
ice plant, and approximately five hun-
dred residential customers make up the
balance of our load.

Ardie Clark is on the job day and
night during the irrigation season, serv-
icing the motors as well as ranges, re-
frigerators, and water heaters.

Jim Stokes joins the rest of the fel-
lows at Elton in wishing all the big
G. S. U. family a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.
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