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Sull Measure

W/HHE we s {ﬂp to think of it, « horse and buggy would
be much less expensive than an automobile, yet who would
give up the convenience and pleasure of his car? Our mod-
ern running water and plumbing costs more than the old
oalken bucket and the open well, but how many people would
be satisfied to drink out of « gourd or draw water from «
well?  Paved streets and concrete sidewalks have supplanted
the old dusty roads and board walks of the last century. They
cost more to build and maintain, but who says that they are
not worth the difference? QOur great-grandparents used to
spin and weave their homespun clothes. They were service-
able and inexpensive—but a wmodern houscwife would not
think of dressing her family in homespun.

_M E"i}’[ﬂ f/?ﬂ?’[)f? editor of Nation’s Business, speaking over
the radio the otheyr night, stressed the fact that when people
cease to change, they cease to grow and, eventually, to live.
All of these modern improvements have been the outgrowth
of the ceaseless changes that living has brought about.

OL.{F OWN E}:-_’.Ju._if'r.y is the product of that same force. Who
of us would return to coal otl lamps, oy any of the many other
meonventences which FElectricity has supplanted . our
homes? How much is it worth to flood the room with light
when the baby eries out in the dorvkness with a high fever?
How wmuch is it worth to plug in the radio and hear happy
muste and words of wisdom from all over the world? How
much is it worth to live tn a home where the mmconveniences
and discomforts of old days have been supplanted by elec-
trical sevvants which are ready on the wmstant to do our
bidding ?

Qﬂ/fzm you /Zﬂ.t’ﬂ added the countless items that make up
electric service, you get an account that is very much larger

than the meter registers.
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Speaking before several hundred in-
terested listeners in Beaumont the night
of March 5, A. R. Watson, Power Sales
Engineer, and Mrs. Jane Adams, secre-
tary to President Walker and former
state chairman of the Women’s Com-
mittee, won the right to represent the
Company at the state f[inals of the na-
tional employees public speaking con-
test sponsored by the National Electrie
Light Association. In the men’s divi-
sion, Rufus Sorrells, Beaumont produc-
tion department and M. R. Kunitz, Port
Arthur distribution department, placed
second and third, having survived a field
of 130 contestants. Elizabeth Erickson,
Beaumont accounting department and
Mrs. Bessie Carter, Port Arthur com-
mercial department, took the other two
places in the women’s division.

The final contest marked the close of

February Plain Talks

feverish activity among members of ev-
cry department who have been working
for weeks on their talks. One by one
the best speakers were chosen from their
respective groups and on the morning

of March 5 two representatives from
each division in both the men’s and
women’s contests spoke 1 the semi-
finals.

Navasota division was represented by
Miss Imogene Sealy of Alvin and Miss
Wilton Edwards of Navasota, and by

A. B. Wilson of Somerville and R. C.
Wakefield of Navasota.

- Port Arthur’s representatives were
M. R. Kunitz, H. C. Zabriskie, Mrs.

Bessie Carter and Mrs. Mayvmie Voyles.
A. R, Watson, Rufus Sorrells, Mrs. Jane
Adams and Elizabeth Erickson spoke
for Beaumont.

This year’s contest, built around the
cubject of The Contribution of Electric
service Lo American Home Life and Its
IFuture Possibilities, was even more suc-

(Continued on page 16)



OVl Carry G. S. Y, Colors
to Dallas Meet

MRS, JANE ADAMS
Winner Women’s Division
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Mrs. Adams’ talk was a vividly in-
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teresting discussion of the part that
electric service has played in bringing
ereater happiness to American homes in
the fifty vears since it was made avail-
able through the central station to the
mass of home owners.

“Electricity is the most democratic of
servants,” said Mrs, Adams, “for it
works with the same enthusiastic eager-
ness in the humble homestead as the
palatial mansion. This magic¢ handmaiden
IS unique among servants in that the
more 1t works, the more cheaply it is
willing to work. The housewife with
small income has comforts which an-
cient queens would have deemed lux-
uries.

A. R. WATSON
Winner Men'’s Division

g}*mfﬂjf ol

“The evolution of civilization has been
marked by four great mass movements,”
said A. R. Watson in his prize winning
speech. “Personal liberty, religious lib-
arty, political liberty, and now economic
liberty. In striving for economic liberty
man has the greatest tool that has ever
come into his hands. That tool is electric
energy.”’

He contrasted the drudgery of home-
work of other davs with the convenience
of the modern home. He told of man’s

strugele for a perfect light and it’s
final achievement, the incandescent lamp.

“Today thousands of new ideas, new
inventions and new methods are being
developed that will add materially to our
home life.

(et ?
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By E. W. Harris

Early last Fall a group of young en-
eineers in the Transmission, Distribution
and Railway Departments met and or-
ganized a c¢lub known as the Engineers’
Club for the primary purpose of improv-
ing knowledge in the technical
field.

their

Since its original inception, this club
has expanded and grown until its mem-
bership now includes men from each de-
partment of the operating division. Its
membership 18 open to anvone who is
interested 1n technical subjects and is
willing to prepare and deliver before the
group a paper on some worthwhile sub-
ect of interest to all.

The responsibility of arranging pro-
grams, 1s In the hands of a permanent
program committee which schedules
speakers from both outside and within
the company 1n addition to those se-
lected from the regular group.

The members have been particularly
fortunate thus far in hearing interesting
talks from Messrs. Terrvell, Murray,
Sharpless, Beattie, Reidy and Sherman.

Supplementing the regular programs,
interesting and educational motion pic-
tures have been shown on “Induction
Voltage Regulators,” “Creosoting Pine
Poles.” and “The Life of Edison.”

The Engineers’ Club is not only edu-
cational and instructive, but also pro-
vides a means for friendly social inter-
course which makes for a closer feeling
of friendship and cooperation among its
niembers,

Meetings are held three times a month
on Wednesday evenings in the Assembly
Room of the Travis Street Substation.
Programs begin sharply at 7:30 o’clock.
Anyone interested is cordially invited to
attend.
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Clib Officers

Secretary Earle Sawyer and President
Bob Cruise of the Engineers Club.

;/J)fj bribution .@ﬁpa riment

Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Coltharp have re-
turned from their honeymoon spent in
New Orleans, and are pleasantly located

at 2110 Pecos.

Much enthusiasm was shown around
the meter Department concerning the
N. E. L. A. speaking contest. Lewis

Lengnick Martin Zoller, Ruth Wilbanks

entered.  Irene Rouse and Jim Coltharp
withdrew; Jim wvowed he couldn’t get

married and make a speech too.

LOST—One pockethbook, Y.M.C.A. card
and several keepsakes.—A. G. Washburn.
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After seventeen years of service wilh
Stone and Webster, spent in various
properties, and almost seven years with
Gulf States Utilities Company as super-
intendent of production, Harry Sharp-
less joined the Gulf Refining Company
in Port Arthur as superintendent of
power, having charge ol all steam and
electric plants of the huge refinery.

Mr. Sharpless, “Harry” to the many
friends he has made since he came to
Beaumont, joined Stone and Webster in
1913 and left his native Philadelphia,
being employed as student engineer at
Tampa. From there he was in succes-
sive steps assistant chief enginecer of
the Blackstone Valley Gas and Electric
Company in Rhode Island, chief cengi-
neer ol the Baton Rouge Electric Com-
pany, and chief engineer of the Pensa-
cola Electriec Company, from which job
he came to Port Arthur as superintend-
ent of power plants in June, 1924,

Plain Talks joins in best wishes to
him I1n his new job while there 1s also
a general feeling of reeret that he is
leaving the Company which he has serv-
ed so long and so well.

Mr. Sharpless with Mrs. Sharpless
and Ralph and Robert and Harry III
left for their new home in Port Arthur
March 1.

e
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Late in the afternoon of February 25
the superintendent of production drove
recklessly toward Neches Station to per-
sonally direct the realignment of a tur-
bine shaft in one of the great gcenerators
that provide KWHs for a large part of
Southeast Texas and Southwest Louis-
1ana. He had just been notified by phone
from the station that the matter was

caves to Join
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HARRY SHARPLESS
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serious and his car left a cloud of dust
in its wake as it sped to the big plant
on the river.

It must be serious indeed, he thought,
to attract so large a crowd, because an
unusual number of automobiles was
parked about the drive. As he alighted
hastily from the car, he was surrounded
by a hilarious mob of more than 100
men, very much dressed up and already
at the place where they wanted to go.

It was the night of the farewell party
thrown by the production department
for Harry Sharpless, who left for his
new job as superintendent of steam and
clectric plants of the Gulf Refinery at
Port Arthur on the first of the month.
The matter of aligning a turbine shaft
resolved 1tself into the more simple
problem of aligning a knife and fork
with reference to barbecued pig and

{Continued on page 13)
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The storeroom was a busy scene every
day as the district representatives
requisitioned their supply of sets for the
day. Rod Honsberger, who was the pace-
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setter iIn Beaumont, 1s shown taking a
set with him as he read his meters in
the residential section.

ikreg G‘?ppfﬁamm Ofﬁr
Sells voa0 Seks

Who said it couldn’t be done?

Not Parker Allen and Lee MeClurkin
and their hard working gang. Not by
a long shot! They set out to sell 1000
sets of Royal Rochester appliances—
cach set including a waffle iron, a toaster
and a perecolator—at $11.95, and, when
night fell on February 28, they had sold
1020 sets—actually had to make up 20
extra sets for customers!

Which means that on those three ap-
pliances alone the boys sold 3060 appli-
ances, or better than 125 per day, while
there were enough sales of other articles,
from ranges and refrigerators to irons
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and vibrators to make the average close
to 150 appliances a day for every work-
ing day in February!

It is iInteresting to note that never
before in the history of merchandise
sales of this company have 1000 waffle
irons or toasters been sold in a whole
yvear, and that only three times has a
vear’s total exceeded the 1020 toasters
that customers bought in February.

“I'm mighty doggone proud of my
gang,” declared Mr. Allen, and T know
Lee McClurkin is of his. They got out
and worked. They carried their appli-
ances right with them every day and
most of the sales were made and the
appliances delivered at the zame time. It
was an 1nspiring campaign and just

(Continued on page 13)
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There have been beginnings and be-
ginnings to varilous cam-
paigns, but one of the most successful
beginnings we ever saw to any campalgn
was the one which R. I. Morrison, super-
visor of district representatives in Beau-
mont, gave to his gang the mornings
of March 2 and 5.

His home 1s not large enough to ac-
comodate everybody In the sales depart-
ment, so he invited them In two groups
to come out and have breakfast with
him. It was prepared entirely by elec-
tricity and consisted of hot biscuits,

f\/ﬂ.[&ﬂé[{i @r:’z.ﬂj lo
givm for Sa[ﬁ_f.

In connection with the big electric
range campalgn to be staged 1n the
Company this month, a list of 25 prizes,
ranging from a fountain pen or a bridge
lamp to a carton of cigarettes or a pair
of silk stockings will be given. Employ-
ees of all departments will be eligible
for these prizes and will be given 50
points on each range they help to sell.

March 1naugurates the bigeest year
the Company has ever set for itself in
electric range sales, with 500 to bhe
placed on the lines. Last year 454 were

successiual

be

will be campaigned this month, the West-

scrambled eggs, bacon, coffee and the
trimmings that go to make a thoroughly
satisfying breakfast. Twenty two per-
sons ate with Morrie each day. The total
cost of electricity for the two meals
was twenty-five cents. The first day
the water heater was running and the
electric bill was 16¢ but the second day
with it off, the cost of operating the
range, the percolator, electric lights and
a H00 watt spot heater was only 9Yec.
Incidentally, the boys sold thirteen
ranges before Saturday night of the
week. A look at the pleased expressions
of those present tells why.

s0ld in the Texas Division. Two ranges

inghouse Royale Full Automatic with its
chromium plated platform, its stainless
steel cutlery and many other unusual
conveniences, and a smaller, but no less
attractive Westinghouse Automatie
range at a much lower price.

Terms will be $1 down to customers
with 24 months to pay the balance on
the regular electric service bill. On the
Royale model a $20 trade-in allowance
will be given for the old cook-stove while
on the smaller model the allowance will
be $10. Attractive prices are made to em-
plovees and the Company will pay $25 on

(Continued on page 13)
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Miss Bernice Trahan of the Ice De-
partment was up at the Main office sev-
eral days doing some rush work on the
Progress Award.

F'red Davis is the proud owner of a
new clectric clock. He rushed in the
office all execited the other morning and
wantled to know when the current went
off. Fred was 45 minutes late and the
auditor was waiting for him.

Merchandising Sales took a decided
slump in Port Arthur the last few days.
(. J. Glidden tells us not to worry how-
ever, as he has just been sick and didn’t
feel Iike working.

Mr. and Mrs. Harris have been spend-
ing the past few days in Houston.

Miss Hy Eden underwent an operation
for appendicitis last week but we hear
that she is getting along nicely now.
We surely miss yvou Hy and will be glad
when you are back with us again.

H. T. Smith of the Ice Department
is pinch hitting for Miss Eden as Rail-
wayv Analyvsis Clerk,

With the Exportiers
Sidney Hebert 1s taking one week of
his wvacation now to tryv out with the
Beaumont Exporters at their Training
Camp at Orange. Sidney was one of the
outstanding baseball stars on the Gulf
States team last wvear, besides having
had other experience and we feel sure
that with a few breaks he will make the

erade. Luck to you Sidney.

Frances Trotti tells us that she always
knows when Pat Bishop, sales manager,
and Humphreys, Merchandising Clerk
are around by the peculiar odor of an
old Briar pipe.

L. K. Stafford of the Accounting De-
partment received a personal letter the
other day from a colored lady about a
high bill complaint. The boys and girls
down in the Accounting Department are
still trying to find out how Stafford be-
came so well acquainted.

Mr. and Mrs. I.. E. Thorne accom-
panied by Jules Naquin recently attend-
ed the Southwestern Ice Manufacturers
Association Convention at Mineral Wells,
Texas.
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Cross-word puzzles now hold the main
attention of the Port Arthur Enginecering
Department with Pop Jordan and Y. L.
Hughes devoting most of their time to
the problem.

Albert LeBlanc ot the Ice Department

made three special trips to the main
office the other morning to deliver a
Cashier’s statement to Mr. Babin. Mr.

Babin finally had to call up about 12:00
P. M. for the statement. We wonder
what Albert has on his mind these days.

Clipping Time

Tree trimming has started in earnest
in Port Arthur. Mr. Kunitz says 1t takes
lots of shoe leather and a little gab to
convince the customers thelr trees should
not grow into our lines and that the
Gulf States Utilities Co. have very ca-
pable men who will trim the trees so
they will look like new and be just as
pretty, or more so than they were be-
fore.

Mr. Watkins over in the Ice Depart-
ment got his car run Into the other
morning while bidding his wife farewell.
Watkins said the other fellow paid the
damage.

Mr. Wilkerson has been 1n Jasper to
supervise some repalrs on an old oil
engine,

I.. C. Pace said that since Mr. Wilker-
son reported that he (Pace) had moved
three times in one month, he just want-
ed to let 1t be known that Mr. Wilkerson
moved twice 1n one day.

Watts Falls for a Line

The P. A. Engineering Department
wants to apologize to Mr. Watts of the
Westinghouse Electric Co. for an un-
scrupulous lady who sold him a sub-
ceription to some magazines during one
of his recent visits down here. Watts
parted with his money but the magazines
failed to arrive.

A. F. Gager only needed one notice
to pay his income tax this year. Last
year 1t slipped his mind but a fellow
in Beaumont reminded him of it in such
a way that this year he fillnd out the
blank and rushed it to Austin.
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Our Distriect Representative, 1. Good-
win, is hard to control since he found
himself the “proud papa” of Margaret
Ann Goodwin the morning of February
19th. Congratulations!

On January 16th, William Allen, our
water distribution foreman, and Miss
Alta Scott of Navasota, were married
at the Baptist Parsonage. (It was pour-
ing down rain that night, but that didn’t
malter!) Bill has been with the Com-
pany for almost seven years and we are
elad to have Alta jomn our Gulf States
family. The Navasota gang presented
the newly married couple with a set of
china.

Emory Barrett, our bookkeeper, has
been feeling “big” lately. He had the
mumps! And what’s more he had them
on the first of the month.

A Queer G. E.

We have a queer looking G. K. in
stock now. An old OC-2 model was taken
m on a G-Tb refrigerator during the
month. This old refrigerator was bought
in Florida about eight years ago and
went through the Florida storm but is
still 1in perfect running order. The cool-
ing coils of the unit are in a tank which
18 filled with brine. Somewhat different
from our present day G. E's!

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Tucker are the
proud parents of little Nancy Ann, born
February 3rd.

Navasota 1s “filling up” with filling
stations. A new Humble station is under
construction on the corner back of the
Camp Hotel. The lot was purchased for
$10,000 and the station iz to cost the
same amount. On the highway to Bryan,
a new Gulf station is soon to be con-
structed also.

Mrs. Johnnie Knapp spent several
days im Houston shopping. We would
judge that Johnnie has acquired too
much “dinero” and she just had to dis-
pose of 1t some way, or maybe it's just
a case of spring fever.

J. B. Crapp, meter tester in the Nava-
sota division, recently underwent a mi-
nor operation. He has now returned from
the hospital and is doing nicely.

C. V. Merriam attended the Ice Con-
vention in Mineral Wells during the
week of February 1st. Mr. Merriam 18
serving on the Executive Committee of
the Southwestern Ice Manufacturer’s
Association, and reported that “a good
time was had by all.” Mrs. Merriam and
little Mike stayved in Houston with her

mother while Mr. Merriam was at the
convention.
Myr. and Mrs. L. C. McClurkin and

little Miss Margaret spent several days
in Houston and Beaumont during the
week of February 8th.

Pete Simon, who has been in the hos-
pital in Port Arthur for some time, fol-
lowing an operation for appendicitis, is
reported to be improving rapidly, and
probably he will return to Navasota
within a week.

Miss Billie Edward’s mother has been
i1l with the flu. We are glad that she
is better now and that Billie 1s back
in the office.

A Crop of Whiskers

The first of March brought +¢lean
faces to the men around the Navasota
plant. T hank goodness! Somebody
started a race to see who could grow
the best mustache and all bets were off
on March 1st. There were some funny
looking eggs participating in these fool-
ishments, such as N. J. Barron, Jack
Jett, Jack Shirey, Joe Baird, E. M. Ray,
L. C. IHudnall, W. L. Pennington, and
Clyde Boles. (Bill Allen was in on this
but we hear that he was “let off” since
he got married).

We wonder why Agnes Jameson has
s0 suddenly taken an interest in horse-
back riding, but like Postum, “there’s
a reason!” No doubt, it’s a big merchant
in Navasota who can persuade her to
help him run his farm.

Dan Cupid has certainly been shoot-
ing arrows around Navasota. Even our
janitor, Bunk IDecBose, got married!

L. M. Welch went to Beaumont on
February 4th, to attend the funeral of
a friend.

B. E. Milllkan has been in Beau-
mont attending to business for the past
few weeks.
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Here are the guests of the Company
at the dinner given the Business and
Professional Women’s Club of Beaumont.
Commercial Manager McChesney 1s seat-
ed at the head of the table with Miss

Gﬁmmiffﬂﬁ 8}3&}1@5}35

On the night of February 10, the
Women's Committee entertained the
Beaumont Business and Professional
Women’s Club with a four-course din-
ner at the Y.W.C.A. This dinner was
planned and prepared by Mrs. Mamie
Vovles, Home Economist of Port Ar-
thur and Mary Lena Nall, Home Kcono-
mist of Beaumont. Thirty-one members
and guests were present.

The tables were beautifully decorated
with flowers donated by the Y.W.C.A.,
and Klectriec Candle ilumination, installed
bv Clarence Barron of the Illumination
Department.

Dorothy Futeh and Elizabeth Gole-
man, of Beaumont, Bessie Carter and
Mildred Smith of Port Arthur, dressed
in Dutch costumes made neat appearing
waitresses and serve d the guests in a
splendid manner.

Mr. and Mrs. McChesney, Jane Ad-
ams, formerly State Chairman of the
Women’s Committee, and Estelle Pipkin,
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Mary O. lLilyerstrom, president of the
c¢lub and Mrs. Jane Adams, former state
chairman of the Women’s Committee.
Miss Nall and Mrs. Voyles with their
helpers are standing behind them.

10

local secretary, were also guests. Mr.
McChesney, in his pleasing manner, wel-
comed the guests. Jane Adams told
briefly of the functioning of the Wo-
men’s Committee.

Mary O. Lilyverstrom, President of the
Beaumont Business and Professional

Women’s Club Sketched briefly the his-
tory of the local chapter.

Mrs. Reubena DeBouy acted as hostess
for this lovely affair.

&Y

Charlotte: “It must be three years
since I saw you last. I hardly knew you,
vou have aged sol”

Clarissa: “Well, I wouldn’t have known
you, cither, excep tfor that dress.”

saite

“We are now passing the most famous
brewery in Berlin,” explained the guide.
“We are not,” replied the American tour-
ist ,as he hopped off the motor coach.
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Here are the girls who have just fin-
ished a successful season on the basket-
ball court for the Company. KEvery one
of them worked hard to put a winning

combination on the floor. Front row, left
to right Thelma and Clover South, clever
forwards, Doris Futch, guard, Evelyn

Pipkin, centers, are not in the picture.

(Momen's Gommitice
@05}29{5 - m = =

The Women’s Committee enjoyed a
full program at the meeting held Jan-
uary 28, 1931, at the Tevis Street >Sub-
station.

Mrs. Mamie Voyles, who has recently
heen assigned the duties of Home Econo-
mist at Port Arthur gave us a splendid
report on her trip to Ohio at which time
she attended a course conducted in the
Home Service Department of one of the
large range manufacturers. The Women's

Committe extends to Mamie their best
wishes for success in her new line of
work.

Frank Quaidy, in his humorous way
told about the appliance campaign, con-
sisting of a toaster, wafifle 1iron, and per-

Wallace,
Futch, guard,
Estelle Taylor, centers.

guard, Dorothy

captain and ¢
Elizabeth Goleman and
Back row, left
to right, Jennie Lou Peck, center, Lourah
Mae Bell, center, Dorothy White, guard,
Vestal Morrogh, center and Mary Lou

Block, guard. Dorothy Stahl and Estelle

colator, which was featured during Feb-
ruary. The Committee pledged their
support to this campaign.

The Committee was entertained by
Olaf Jacobson of the accounting depart-
ment, who sang several selections, ac-
companied by Nita Hogan. Jake made a
hit with all the girls, and it i1s hoped
we may have him on our program again
at some future time.

The Women’s Committee has made a
eood showing in the Publiec Speaking
Contest as approximately fifteen girls
entered.

The Committee wishes to welcome into
its fold, Miss Mary Lena Nall, Home
Economist for Beaumont. We bespeak
for her a happy relationship with the
Gull tates Utilities Co. and Eastern
Texas Electric Company.
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