


A Dew Dear's Greeting

O ONEK dares guess what this next year
will bring i a business way, but one
thing appears certain—I{rom all that 1s told
to me—this Gulf States Utilities organiza-
tion 18 ready for anything.

From Mr. Holtzelaw’s enthusiastie aec-
counts, from the sincere statements of Kast
Texas citizens whom 1 have met, and from
the obvious record of achievement, this is a
real service organization that commands the
respect of 1ts eustomers, the confidence of its
owners and the admiration of 1ts friends both
far and near.

As the New Year sees me in a new job
among vou, 1 send my sincere greetings to
cach fellow worker; and with this greeting
goes a wish that 1930 will bring to all of vou
much satisfaction in the job we have to do
together, and the happiness and contentment
tor which we all hope.

TOM P. WALKER.



Holtzclaw Farewell Banquet

More than a hundred employees of Gulf States Utilities Company gath-
ered at Hotel Beaumont on the night of December 5 in a farewell banquet to

J. G. Holtzelaw.
vice president, Tom PP. Walker.

The oceasion also marked the introduction of the new

In the insert is shown the silver service which was presented Mr. and Mrs.
Holtzelaw as a token of esteem from the employees.

Among recent changes announced
in the Stone and Webster personnel
was the transfer of I. Reid Carlisle
from Houston, where he was assistant
to the division manager, to Richmond
where he will be assistant to Mr.
Holtzelaw.

He came to Kastern Texas Electrie
company in 1923 from the commercial
department of the Kl Paso Eleetrie
company, and was for two years edi-
tor of Plain Talks and assistant to
Commercial Manager McChesney, lat-
er serving as assistant to Mr. Holtz-
claw and Mr. Fitz.

January Piawn Talks

Plain Talks wishes to join the mem-
bers of the Transmission and Distri-
bution department in a hearty wel-
come to a new man. A. . Briegs came
in January 2 from the statistics de-
partment at Boston and was placed in
Mr. Braunig’s department.

He completed his courses at Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology four
months ago, having also attended the
University of North Dakota. His
home 1s in Minnesota and it’s his first
time South.

Here’s hoping he will find a wel-
come as warm as the weather.
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New Year Brings Port Arthur New Supt.
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EORGE B. MORGAN, for the

past four vears superintendent
of the Port Arthur Division of Gulf
States Utilities Company and Eastern
Texas Eleetric Company, was trans-
terred to Lake Charles as manager of
the Lisuisiana Division of Gulf States
Utilities Company effective Decem-
ber 12. He succeeds G. W. Swift,
who eoes to Scotts Bluff, Neb.

Mr. Morgan joined the Stone and
Webster organization in 1920 after
oraduating from Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology and Harvard Uni-
versity. He was in the statistical de-
partment i Boston until 1921 when
he came to Beaumont as assistant to
Mr. MeChesney. He was later assist-
ant to Viee President Townsend and
Mr. Holtzelaw, going to Port Arthur
m 1926.

Sinee he has been in Port Arthur
Mr. Morgan has risen steadily in the
esteem of the community and of the
company. At the time of his transfer
he was president of the Chamber of
Commerce, a director of the Rotary
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THORNE,
superintendent of the Northern

L AWRENCE

Texas Traction Fort
Worth, 1s the new superintendent at
Port Arthur. He took his first job
with Stone and Webster while he was

still 1m school.

Company at

He spent his vacations
as time-keeper and rodman and after
finishing at Texas A. and M. College
he went to work as a pitman at the
Northern Texas Traction Company
¢car barns. By hard
made his way up in the company.

work he has

He 1s a man who depends on hard
work and study of situations to eet
results and his quiet manner has won
a warm place for him in the hearts of
his colleagues.

To Mr. Thorne we extend a most
cordial welcome.

Club and an aective member of other
civic and social organizations.

and best wishes
are mingled with the farewells of Mr.
Morgan’s many friends in the Texas
division.

(‘ongratulations
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W. E. Brown Goes To V. E. P. Co.
Adams Is Made General Engineer

il

E. C. ADAMS

E. BROWN, for the past

® four years general engineer

of the Gulf States Utilities Company,

has been made manager of the light

and power department

Electric and Power Company at Nor-

folk. Mr. Brown came to Beaumont

from Houston 1925,

where he had been secretary to Mr.
('lifford, the distriet manager.

He 1s a graduate of the University
of Texas and jomed Stone and Web-
ster at Fort Worth in 1916, where he
was with the Northern Texas Trac-
tion Company. He was sent to Hous-

of Virginia

im December,

W. E. BROWN

ton in 1922 as superintendent of pow-
er and came here three years later as
oeneral engineer.

His place 1s taken by E. (!, Adams,
who has been here four vears as elec-
trical engineer. After graduation
from Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology in 1919 Mr. Adams joined the
Stone and Webster organization in
He was later transferred to
the Kl Paso EKlectriec Company, com-
ing here as electrical engineer.

To both of these fine fellows the
organization extends sincere congrat-
ulations.

Boston.

The only place for a knocker is on the
outside of the door.
0

Judge: ‘* What would you do if 1’d sen-
tence you for fifty years?’’

Culprit: ‘‘1I’d have the time of my
life.”’

0
Borrowing money from
them lose interest.

friends makes
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You can’t put much across by getting
CTOSS.

0
The smartest person is not the one who
is quick to see through a thing, but the
one who 1is quickest to see a thing
through.,

0
Even a yeast cake knows that success
depends on work.
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G. S. U. CO. TO HAVE STRONG
QUINTET

Under the able direction of Coach
Shorty Price, the Gulf States Utilities
Company basket ball team is fast
rounding into form. The Beaumont
Y. M. C. A. is planning to sponsor
three league this winter, and the G.
S. U. Co team will be one of the first
on the list of entrants.

Price 1s elated over the prospects
of a winning team. Among the play-
ers who so far have reported for prac-
tice are A. L. Stahl, Andy Poulson,
A. J. Johansen, W. T. ““Gabbo”’
Ricks, Vernon Davis, Kelly French,
Harry Rafferty, A. G. Fontana, H.
A. Travis, H. R. Weaver, W. T. Buck-
lev and Doe¢ Charlton.

Other employees who are interest-
ed in the team are urged to come out
for practice.

Johansen and Ricks, euards: Poul-
son and Stahl, centers, and Weaver
and Charlton, forwards, have shown
exceptional ability.

Every man who has come out has
played on a college or high school
team. The schedule will be announeced
in the next issue of Plain Talks.
When the season gets under way it
is hoped that emplovees will eive the
team great support from the side-
lImes.
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Beneath the arrow is the new office
at Trimity, which is located in the
recently completed Parker building.
Mr. Brann insists that the trash bar-
rel in front is not a part of the office
equipment,

Superintendent  Henry and his
force are to be congratulated.
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( i W. SWIFT, until December
® 12 manager of the Louisiana

division of Gulf States Utilities Com-
pany, has been transferred to Scotts
Bluff, Nebraska, as manager of the
Western Public Service Company.
From chief clerk of the Port Arthur
division of Eastern Texas Eleetrie
Company in 1918 he has risen by suc-
cessive stages to his new post. After
a year m the Boston office in 192:
he was sent to Lake Charles as assist-
ant ftreasurer i 1924 and became
manager of the Louisiana division in
1927,

He follows Sam P. MacFadden who
was transferred from Scotts Bluff to
Boston. Mr. MacFadden is well
known in the Texas division. After
oraduating A. and M.
College i 1916 he was with Westing-
house illectric company two years.
He came to Eastern Texas Electrice
Company in 1919, and was later as-
sistant to the division manager at
Houston. He went to Scotts Bluff as
manager of the Northern Division of
Western Publie Service Company in
1925.

from Texas
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Criminy ! Don’t this weather make
yve feel like kickin’ up yer heels! Yes-
sir, reckon Christmas is in the offin’
somewheres—never seen so much bus-
thn’ and scurryin’ as we’re havin’

round here now. Miz Voyles and
Bessie Allen have been powerful busy
the last week. They’re mighty glad
there’s a new gal out thar helpin’ ’em.
Name’s Mildred Smith, and she sure
is purty, stranger. Better spruce up
and come to our Company dance on
the 23rd. I been sorta practicin’ up
in that thar back office fer the last
week but I don’t reckon my rheuma-
tiz 18 goin’ to let me whirl around
much. All the salesmen are plannin’
to be thar and even some of the fel-
lers over to Mr. Granau’s department.
Maw sez she heerd ‘““Pop’’ Jordan
wuz agoin’, so I reckon there’ll be
plenty of gals agoin’, too.

Haimm’t yer noticed a sorta stillness
in the office lately, stranger? Don’t
yer miss somethin’? Wal, ver oughta !
Halley Earthman ain’t the same fel-
ler since he got married We ecan’t
hear him no further than from the
front office to the baggage room now
and things don’t seem right natural
round the place.

See that feller over thar?—the one
with the red nose? That’s Mr. Bishop.

Nope, you've got him all wrong,
stranger. He’s got a boil on his nose

—yep, 1it’s a fact.

Wal, we had a big git-together
tother day and decided to have our
Christmas tree party for the Port Ar.
thur Division on the 22nd, Sunday,
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of this month. Hverybody’s goin’ to
bring their kids and there’ll be pres-
ents for ‘em and candy and toys, too,
[ reckon. Better come over for the
fun, stranger—it oughta be a purty
cood party. Halley Earthman’s gittin’
himself a brand new suit fer the oc-
casion——a big, bright red one, with
white trimmins’.

Lee Hyvatt and some more fellers
from the Distribution Department got
the tree fer the party and have some
special instructions from one mem-
ber of the company to install a sprig
of mistletoe over the doorway of the
American Legion hall, where the
party’s goin’ ter be. Guess they're
gettin’ kinda good at settin’ up
Christmas trees and puttin’ on the
doodaddles. Maw sez she heerd the
Gulf States wus agoin’ to put eolored
lights and doodaddles on the Com-
munity tree. Doggone! Christmas
sure has gotten to be a high fallutin’
affair ! ,

Been lots of work goin’ on over
to Granau’s place lately. They've al-
most finished fixin’ up the vault at
the St. Mary’s Hospital, in which are
the transformers for the gerving
lights, power and X-Ray. They’re
o1ttin’ sorta spiffy themselves. Yer
needn’t try to park yer car out 1n
front of the Distribution Buildin’
now cause tain’'t no use. Reckon
everybody over thev way must be
a prosperin —jedgin’ by the number
of cars parked out on the front and
side of the buildin’. They even had
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Mr. Morgan Predicts
Pt. Arthur Prosperity

The year 1929 has shown almost in every department the bettering of all

past records.

This year has been a very busy one, and the Railway Depart-

ment, the Light and Power Department and the Ice Department will show
net earnings in excess of any previous year. With the present prospects in
mind, we predict an even more prosperous year with greater earnings for 1930.

At this time there is a great amount
of new construction work under way,
not only at the refineries, but
throughout the business and residen-
tial section of this city. During the
year 1930 Port Arthur will expend
approximately $3,500,000. The con-
struction of a conerete seawall and a
new Pleasure Pier bridge across the
ship channel, hard-surfacing of all
streets, park 1mprovements, exten-
sions 1n the water and sewer lines,
and last but not least, the installa-

tion of a large concrete drainage pipe
to eliminate the present diteh along
Thomas Boulevard will require con-
siderable labor, and will stimulate
business activities of every nature.
The company is planning on mak-
ing a number of important improve-
ments 1n every department which will
facilitate the rendering of better
service. Perhaps the most outstand-
ing need will be realized by the con-
struction of the new Port Arthur
office building during the year 1930.

s = - — ——— g = i — T

to have spaces lined off on the street
fer ‘em.

Drag yer cheer over here clost,
stranger, canse [ oot a little somethin’
ter tell ye that I dassent say out
loud.

S, W. (Clay) Wilkes, ‘““Bully”’
Rauschenberg and G. P. Fillingame
went duck huntin’ a week or two ago.
They wuz acomin’ back and it musta

been dark as pitch when one of ’em
saw somethin’ by the side of the road.
Clay, he sed it was a goose and wuz
all fer havin’ “*Fill”’ to stop and let
him get it. “‘Bully,”” he got out and
got his gun and wuz afixin’ to shoot
1t when Clay sez, ‘‘Liet’s catch it.”’
HHeh, heh! Yep, 1t wuz a stump of a
tree! Don’t believe 1’'d say much
about 1t, stranger, 1f I wuz you. I
reckon they’re purty good fightin’
fellers.

Reckon I did some fibbin’ when I
sed the movin’ round and vacationin’
WUZ Over. They’s been a lot of
changin’ goin’ on. L. K. Bankston
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came back to work after bein’ off
about a month. He’s been over ter
the hospital gittin’ his appendix tak-
en out. A. J. Cooper started on his
vacation on December 16th and that

Kunitz feller’s gone home fer the holi-
days, too. 8. C. Holik has been shift-

ed from the Line Department over to
the KEngineering Department. You
can catech him over ter the Engineer-
ing Office here on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Saturdays and in Nederland
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days. Got a new cashier, too, and
he’s a mighty nice feller. Stop in and
tell him ““hello’” on yer way out. Jest
interduce yerself to Mr. Harris and
tell him Paw Perkins sent ye.

Wal, stranger, I reckon there’s go-
in’ to be some big changes round this
here office purty soon. They're
shiftin’ Mr. George B. Morgan—pro-
motin’ him up to the General Man-
agership of the Louisiana Division.
He’ll be at Lake Charles after this,
and we're all goin’ to miss him a big
lot, I'm tellin’ you!
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To Fvery Member of the Gulf States Utilities Company and
Fastern Teras FElectric Company

[ feel that 1 should address my remarks on leavine this dis-

trict to all of our big family of both companies. [ resided in

Beaumont for four and one-half vears, and have lived in Port

Arthur a httle better than four vears, so I feel that I have
come to know and love every emplovee of these companies.
My move from Beaumont to Port Arthur and now to Lake
(‘harles has and 1s inereasing my knowledge and love for the
Sabine Distriet, in the development of which our companies
have taken such an mmportant part. [ reeret exceedingly to
leave Jefferson (County and my many friends here, but |
shall look forward with pleasure to seeing each of vou In

[.onisiana.

JUST OUT OF A HUDDLE

J. B. Bishop, superintendent of
merchandise sales; K. 1. Granau, su-
perintendent of distribution; Lyndon
Futeh, chief clerk, and W. W. Phil-
lips, illumination engineer of Port
Arthur, taken after a cup of coffee.

() —

A woman driver ran into an embankment
and bent a fender. It worried her. She
went to a garage and asked the mechanie:

“ean
bhand

vou hus-

won 't

fix this fender so my
know 1t was bent??"’

The mechanie looked at the bent fender
and then at her, and said:

““No, lady, 1 ean’t. But I tell you what
I ¢can do. 1 ean fix it up so that in a few
dayvs vou ecan ask vour husband how he
bent 1t.??

January Plan Talks

With best wishes, I am, vours very truly.
GEORGE B. MORGAN.

PORT ARTHUR CHAIRMAN

—
9

'l'l I
. {
e |
g .j PSR g B
: ' ‘ TE g

MRS. MAMIE VOYLES
Who 1s chairman of the Port Ar-
thur Women's Committee, and a pop-
ular member of the Port Arthur of-
fiee foree.
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TRUE TO FORM

No, this 1s not Santa

children,
Claus. It 1s only O. H. White, Port
Arthur salesman, as he left the Fair
Grounds last month.

The $10.00 prize for the person
selling the most percolators the last
week of November was also won by
him. Mr. White seems to have knack
for prizes, and we're proud of him
down here.

O

NEDERLAND

On December 2 we were glad to
have as our wvisitors P. R. Williams.
(. A. Brann of Navasota and Fred
Johnson. It has been some time since
any of these gentlemen have visited
us.

An 1mprovement of importance has

been made during the past month in
switches on Nos. 1 and 2 high lines.
These switches have all been changed
over from 33 K. V. to 55 K. V.

The Pure Oil Company’s all-steel
substation and switching rack has re-
cently been completed, this being a
ereat improvement over the old wood-
en structure.
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CALDWELL

Nearly every store in town has a
("hristmas tree in the window, and
the stores are beautifully decorated.

Mr. T. B. Parkhill shipped 118,551
pounds of turkeys, besides the ones
that were shipped by other stores.

Seventy-four more awning lights
were added this month, making a
white way of the street on which the
office 15 located.

Word has just been received from
the Scott & White Sanitarinm of
Temple that the operation on Hubert
Burns, one of our operators, was suc-
cesstul.

Murs. Sandidge, the wife of our chief
engineer, 1s 1ll.

Thirty outdoor Christmas trees
have been decorated this year in (CCald-
well, the number of lLights ranging
from eight to thirty to the tree.

L)

SOUR LAKE

Mr. Braunig, Mr. Beatty and Mr.
Brady inspected the new line exten-
ston from Sour Lake to Nome De-
cember 10.

A. D. Barrow has collected deposit
slips from the new customers in Nome.

Mrs. Viremia Liuce, with Mrs. Bill
Bettis of the Saratoga office, attend-
ed the Women's Committee meeting
i Beaumont December 18,

All local employees attended our
recular monthly meetime, which was
held in the office. The new low elec-
tric rates and the employees’ duty
to the company were stressed.

Mr. Roberts and Mr. Jones from
the Beaumont office tested meters
here this month.

Business 1s quiet at present, al-
though our cut-ins exceeded our cut-
outs.

We all are working hard to earn
the commission on refrigeration sales
oiven this month.

P. Himmelriech
recently.

visited Beaumont

January Plain Talks



1930 OUTLOOK BRIGHT IN
NAVASOTA DIVISION

By C. A. BRANN

Having accomplished much during 1929, despite obstacles, Navasota Divi-
sion of the Gulf States Utilities Company is looking forward to 1930 with a

hopeful spirit and a belief in itself and its people.

Starting with such a faith,

1t 18 bound to do many worth while things.

Deprived of much of their income

through crop failures, the residents
of this expansive section of Texas
have none the less made the best of
things, and are planning on doing
better with the advent of a new year.
Very seldom in the history of the cot-
ton-growing industry have there been
two vears In succession with small
yvields. Growers expect a good sea-
son 1n 1930.

With the assurance of a good crop
there will be much more business for
our company, for people are given to
making 1mprovements when the
money is available for them. Many
of them are exceedingly careful and
they carry this even to the extent of
lessening their use of electricity when
money 1S scarce.

5,000 CUSTOMERS

There are in this division at the
present time approximately 5,000 us-
ers of electric energy. They are scat-
tered over a wide territory, for the
Navasota Division 1s comprised of 43
towns from Kosse in Limestone Coun-
ty, 260 miles north of Beaumont, to
Alvin, in Brazoria County, which 1s
115 miles southeast of Beaumont. The
towns range in size from Roan’s Prai-
rie, where we have only three cus-
tomers, to Navasota, where there are
more than 725.

The chief erop has been cotton, but
Alvin has been giving much attention
to the development of dairying, while
all other towns are now developing
diversified crops, principally toma-
toes, while all are watcehing Alvin
with an idea of emulating her exam-
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ple of milk production and conse-
(quent mereased revenues for farmers.

Lands are not equal in value for
crop production any more than the
tillers of the soil are equal in ability
to produce payving crops. Encourage-
ment for the proper planting must
emanate from men of business experi-
ence, and in this our company plays
an 1mportant part. Throuegh knowl-
edee of what the market will absorb
we can help the producers.

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

In our own business, besides build-
g up our load, we hope to make sev-
eral improvements and eliminate cer-
tain expenses. If the plans outlined
are carried forward, all towns in this
division will obtain electric energy
from transmission lines, discarding
their individual plants or using them
only where it 1s necessary for the
production of distilled water ice.

Navasota’s two tall smokestacks
will be removed, the boiler room will
be converted into a store room, and
it will be possible to concentrate sup-
phies at this point. A new roof will
be placed on the plant and the old
generating units will be removed.
Corrigan, Moscow and Hempstead, it
i1s hoped, will be connected by high
lines, permitting the closing down of
the generating units in these towns.

Throughout the division there will
be an adjustment of ice prices so that
uniformity may be obtained 1n all
towns and the differentials now exist-
ing will be eliminated, thereby mak-
ing for better public relations. Con-
centration of accounting work in dis- .
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trict offices will make for efficiency.

Some extensions into Polk, San Ja-
cinto and possibly other counties will
be carried forward, thereby increas-
ing the territory covered and the cus-
tomers served.

Several municipal plants will prob-
ably pump their water by electricity,
as new low rates for this purpose have
been devised and towns are now be-
ing negotiated with for this purpose.
Street lighting will be installed in
some new towns, while increases are
to be secured in towns already sup-
plied.

During 1929 several small towns
were connected to our lines in vari-
ous sections, following construction of
transmission lines to or through them.
Dobbin, Gause, Iola, George, Midway,
Montgomery, Moscow, North Zulch,
Plantersville, Rie hards, Riverside,
Shepherd, Stoneham, Urbana, Valley
Junection, Whitehall and Woodlake,
a total of 17, were connected in 1929,
and 1t 1s hoped that four or five more
will be added next year, while devel-
opment 1s bound to oceur in the older
towns.

ROOM FOR DEVELOPMENT

At the present time supervision of
the various towns in the Navasota
Division requires men connected with
the division office to travel at least
15,000 miles per month by automo-
bile, frequently over roads which the
city resident would term impassable.
With highway construction already
started and other projects to be car-
ried forward next year, it will be pos-
sible to cover this territory more rap-
idly. There is so much room for de-
velopment and so much prospect of
the sections being developed that it
will be necessary for such traveling
to continue for many years, until
areas become at least slightly con-
oested.

There are a great many wide open
spaces here. Towns are from 15 to
20 miles apart, with very little de-
velopment 1n  between, and unless
~there should be some o1l field devel-
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opment in various sections, it will be
many vears before there is any such
thing as congestion.

In the Navasota Division there 1s
a feeling among employees, as there
is among the citizenship in general,
that there i1s a great future for this
section. The surface has hardly been
seratehed as vet, and 1930 will be but
the beginning of years of develop-
ment,

0
NAVASOTA

Mr. Henckel, chief engineer at
Navasota, 1s 1ll at his home here. All
of the Navasota gang join in wishing
him a speedy recovery. During the
time he 18 confined to his home, Mr.
Barron has charge of the plant.

The Navasota losgal office 1s all
decorated for Christmas. It took
plenty of work to bring about all those
nice compliments we got on the of-
fice!

“Diddy’’ Weleh and Gus Hollins-
head have a big Christmas liehting
campalgn on. The contest 1s to see
whether Huntsville or Navasota will
be the most “‘1it up’’ during the holi-
days. Mr. Brann is elected judge,
and the loser has to wear a green
shirt. At present the outcome of the
contest has not been decided. but we
hope that all the ‘**1it"’ trees in Nava-
sota will keep the green shirt off of
“Diddy.”” Red and green may mix
when vou think of Christmas colors,
but Scoteh and Irish—mnever!

Dovie Parker, secretary to Mr.
Bridler, seemed determined to break
the ‘‘old maid’s tradition’ in the
Navasota office, so on December 1st,
Dovie and Cuthrell Chatham were
quietly married. The wedding was a
complete surprise to most of the
bunch, but i1t didn’t take long for
the news to spread. Congratulations
were in order. Mrs, Chatham is still
with the company, while Mr. Chatham
1Is working in Monteomery. She seems
to be starting a marriage epidemic—
who’ll be next?
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NOVEMBER’S GOLD STARS
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Crain Ahrendt

Steed

lL.acouture Kendrick

Ross (Crain has only been in the
service since February, 1928, and has
already won his first eold star. He
says he intends to earn his star every

vear. He'’s a Beaumont operator.
Bill Ahrendt came to work with

the Beaumont street raillway com-

pany in October, 1926. In the 37

months he has been operating a street
car, 36 have been without accident!
Lionel Steed 1s one of Port Ar-
thur’s fine operators. He started with
the Port Arthur Traction Company
in 1926, and staved when Kastern

Texas Electric Company took over
the property in 1928.

Leonce Liacouture entered the serv-
ice in 1923. In the six yvears that
have elapsed since that time, three
have been accident-free. He has been
i the bus division in Beaumont for
the past three years.

Roy Kendrick has won four eold
stars since he started to work for the
company in 1922. In addition to his
duties as a street car operator in
Beaumont, he has been selected as re-
lief interurban operator.

————

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

Mrs. Cordehia Marchbanks now an-
swers to the roll call of the Purchas-
ing Department. Cordelia comes to
us from the Magnolia Petroleum Com-
pany. Their loss 1s our gain.

Friends of Mrs. Irene Sullivan
were sorry to see her leave our ‘‘fam-
1ly.”” She 18 now making her home
in Amelia, Texas.

Mrs. R. J. Orrick and son Jack are
spending the Christmas holidays with
her people in Louisville, Ky. She re-
ports that *‘ Lattle Skipper’’ is having
a great time,
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DEATH OF T. E. BUCK

The sympathy of the Beaumont
office is extended to the family of
T. E. Buck, painter at the Eastern
Texas Electric Company shops, who
died on November 22, after a brief
illness. He was one of the oldest
men in point of service in the com-
pany, having begun away back in
1906, when it was the Beaumont
Traction Company.
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SHOW ME THE WAY TO GO
HOME

—sang many a DBaptist at the con-
vention held im Beaumont m Novem-
ber. K. O. Eeggleston, street railway
supervisor, and F. S. Sheftield, as-
sistant superintendent of transporta-
tion In Beaumont, knew the answer.
Here they are shown with their in-
formation booth at the ecity audi-
torium, telling puzzled visitors the
way to the homes to which they had
been assigned. Many expressions of
oratitude for the service were heard
from the crowd of 3,000 visitors who
thronged the convention.

0
ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT

An analysis of who's who in the
accounting department discloses the
fact that members of this force are
able to produce athletes as well as fig-
ures, and 1s reflected mm the fact that
the following members of this depart-
ment are members of the G. 5. U. Co.
basket ball team: Joe Hansen, W. T.
Ricks, H. A. Travis, H. R. Weaver,
W. T. Buckley.

Recent wisitors to the accounting
department were Tommie Comerford
and Earnest (‘‘Joe’”) Austin, of the
Louisiana Division, and Reid Carlisle,
formerly of the District Manager’s
Office, of Houston.

Friends of Mrs. G. A. Dishman,
who was formerly Miss Stella Davis,
secretary to Mr. Murray, will be in-

terested in the arrival December 3 of
George Arthur Dishman, Jr.
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SILSBEE

The Silsbee force i1s proud of Mr.
Saxby and Mr. Teel. While reading
meters thev were the heroes of the
dav, for they discovered a house on
fire, and Mr. Teel, without a sign of
a ladder, ec¢limbed the house and
helped extinguish the fire. Teel has
eaten so many squirrels this season
that he did not need a ladder.

We are afraid that a wedding will
occur and break up the old bunch,
though. Mr. Stoppleman, who runs
the Palace Theatre, has offered his
picture show building as an altar, and
promised a present of $50.00 to Allen
Littlepage if he would eet married
("hristmas. We are afraid he will not
pass this good proposition up. Al-
though one of his girls has planned
to marry another guy, that doesn’t
seem to worry him. He gets along
with all of them.

Silsbee’s annual ex-senior banquet
will occur the twenty-seventh of this
month, and some of us are anticipat-
img a good time. We did graduate,
even 1f vou can’t tell it.

We sold twenty-seven percolators
last month, during the percolator
campaign, and also a large number
of Mazda lamps. Those people 1n
Kountze use plenty of lamps. We
have sixty-eight customers in Kountze
now. and are connecting others. One
residence has fifty-eight lamps.

U

THE WORLD’S INIQUITY

““Our earth has degenerated 1 these
latter days, and there are signs that the
world is speedily coming to the end. Brib-
erv and corruption are c¢ommon; children
no longer obey their parents, and every
man wants to write a book. The end of
the world is approaching.’’

Which goes to show that things do
move in eveles, and that the question,
‘Where do we go from here?’ has been
ever present, for little as you might sus-
peet it, the above paragraph was writ-
ten in Assyria in 2800 B. C.

Sounds up to date, doesn’t it?

January Plain Talks



COMPANIES GOING AFTER
1929 COFFIN AWARD

By R. I. Morgrison

Firmly convinced that our organization has made unique strides in the
development of the light and power and railway business in this territory, it
has been decided that the Gulf States Utilities Company and the Eastern
Texas Electric Company will compete for the annual awards offered by the

("harles A. Coffin Foundation.

The Charles A. Coffin Foundation
was established by the General Elee-
tric Company several vears ago for
the purpose of awarding a certificate
and medal to the light and power
company and to the street railway
company showing the greatest prog-
ress In servine its ceustomers, and at
the same time making outstanding
confributions to their Industries as
a whole. The certificates and medals
are accompanied byv a cash prize of
$1,000 for the benefit of the com-
pany s assoclation winning the award.

S. AND W. WINNERS

[nvitations are 1ssued each vear to
all light and power and street rail-
way companies in the United States
and Canada to set forth in a story
their accomplishments and achieve-
ments, and 1t i1s worthy of note that
out of eight awards made, companies
under the executive management of
Stone & Webster, Inc., have captured
four. These companies are Northern
Texas Traetion Company, Puget
Sound Power and Light Company,
Viremia Eleetrie and Power Com-
pany and El Paso Electrie Company.

Considering the number of com-
panies in the country competing for
these awards, this 18 a high tribute
to the companies under S. & W. man-
acement, and one which we have the
sincere convicetion of upholding for
the vear 1929, The Gulf States Utihi-
ties Company and Eastern Texas
Eleetric Company each feels that they
have stories to tell second to none in
their respective fields.
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The work of compiling the reports
for these companies has been as-
signed R. I. Morrison, under the su-
pervision of P. K. MeChesney, and
already the various departments are
carnestly at work assembling their
stories of progress and accomplish-
ments.

ASK CO-OPERATION

In presenting the task to the mem-
bers of the organization, 1t has been
pomted out that the highest type of
report can only result when each
member of our organization contrib-
utes his own thoughts, 1deas and ac-
complishments on his job. Great stress
has been placed upon the necessity
of having specifiec examples, facts and
incidents illustrating the company’s
activities in all of its phases. The
material so submitted will be gath-
ered mmto a text, properly arranged,
which will be profusely illustrated
with photographs and charts.

The executives and officials of our
companies are following with keen in-
terest the progress being made In
compiling the Coffin Award briefs,
and the enthusiasm already shown by
the organization predicts that our re-
ports will be nothing short of prize-
winning.

A voung matron was tidving up a book-
case. Her vouthful son was interested.

““Is that bookease an antique, mother?’’
he asked.

“Yes, 1 suppose d it would be ecalle
that,”” was the reply. ‘‘I got it the year
[ was graduated from school,”’ she added.

““Oh, then it must be an antique,’’ was
her yvoung hopeful’s deeision.
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